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THEATREWORKS SILICON VALLEY  
OFFERS LIVESTREAM EVENT  

Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone 
PERFORMED LIVE FROM FLORENCE, ITALY 

5pm PDT September 13 2020 
 

REDWOOD SHORES, CA (17 August 2020) – This fall, the legendary composer of 

“Rhapsody in Blue,” An American in Paris, and many more iconic American standards will 

come to life in a livestreamed performance of Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone – 

Live from Florence. Presented by TheatreWorks Silicon Valley in partnership with Hershey 

Felder Presents – Live from Florence this musical masterpiece will be performed live from 

Florence, Italy by virtuoso performer/ playwright/ producer Hershey Felder. Directed by 

Stefano de Carli, George Gershwin Alone will be streamed live September 13 (5pm 

PDT/8pm EDT). This presentation will be offered by TheatreWorks to its subscribers as a 

gift. It can also be purchased ($55 per household) with proceeds benefiting TheatreWorks 

Silicon Valley. Information is available at TheatreWorks.org or by calling (650) 463-1960. 

 

Following up Felder’s triumphant virtual performances in Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin 

and Hershey Felder: Beethoven, which have dazzled audiences while sheltered-in-place 

around the globe, this exploration of Gershwin’s short but extraordinary life illuminates the 

master tunesmith whose work shaped a distinctly American style of music. George Gershwin 

Alone shares the composer's life, including his brilliant and prolific partnership with his 

brother, lyricist Ira Gershwin, incorporating beloved songs from the popular hits “Fascinating 

Rhythm,” “I Got Rhythm,” “’S Wonderful” and “They Can’t Take That Away from Me,” to 

excerpts from his ground-breaking musicals Porgy and Bess and An American In Paris, and a 

complete performance of his opus “Rhapsody In Blue.”  

 

George Gershwin was born in 1898 to Russian-Jewish immigrant parents in Brooklyn and 

composed his first hit at age 21. All told, George Gershwin wrote more than 1,000 songs for 

the stage and screen, as well as works for the opera house and the symphony orchestra. 
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Gershwin died of an undiagnosed brain tumor in 1937, at the age of 38, leaving behind a 

legion of bereft fans and an astonishing legacy of enduring music that has never dimmed in 

popularity. 

 

Hershey Felder has performed  George Gershwin Alone to captivated audiences around the 

world, including Broadway, London’s West End, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Diego, San 

Francisco, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington DC, and more, garnering praise from critics and 

audiences alike. “The quadruple-threat performer Hershey Felder—an actor, singer, pianist 

and writer, and all of the first order—has brought the quintessential American composer back 

to life,” said Chicago Sun-Times. The Mercury News called George Gershwin Alone “a 

heartfelt valentine to the American Songbook that goes down as smoothly as a bourbon 

Manhattan with a bright red cherry on top.” The San Francisco Chronicle lauded the show as 

“simply glorious,” noting Felder’s “performance of the music is a delight from beginning to 

end - and beyond.”  

 

For this livestream presentation, Hershey Felder will perform the show on the stage of one of 

Europe’s oldest and most famous opera houses, Teatro della Pergola in Florence, Italy, 

produced by Hershey Felder Presents – Live from Florence.  

 

Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone features the music and lyrics of George 

Gershwin and Ira Gershwin, with a book by Hershey Felder. The production is directed by 

Stefano DeCarli and Felder, adapted from the stage play directed by Joel Zwick. The 

Associate Director is Trevor Hay. Scenic design is by Hershey Felder. Film production and 

live editing is by the DeCarli Live film company. Live broadcast and Sound design 

production are by Erik Carstensen. Meghan Maiya is Director of Broadcasting & Special 

Projects. 

 

An actor, pianist, writer, director, composer, conductor, and producer, Hershey Felder has 

created lauded shows about  composers Claude Debussy, George Gershwin, Fryderyk Chopin, 

Ludwig van Beethoven, Franz Liszt, Leonard Bernstein, Irving Berlin, and Pyotr Ilyich 

Tchaikovsky. Felder’s solo shows have been seen across America at TheatreWorks Silicon 

Valley, Geffen Playhouse, Pasadena Playhouse, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Hartford Stage, 

San Diego Repertory Theatre, La Jolla Playhouse, Old Globe Theatre, American Repertory 
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Theater, and Cleveland Playhouse, and have received long runs at Chicago’s Royal George 

Theatre and engagements at New York’s Town Hall, 59E59, and the Streicker Center. Felder 

has become an enormous Bay Area favorite and has set all-time TheatreWorks box office 

records with his hit productions at the company, including the 2019 World Premieres of 

Hershey Felder: A Paris Love Story and Hershey Felder: Beethoven, as well as Hershey 

Felder as Irving Berlin and Our Great Tchaikovsky. The Pianist of Willesden Lane, directed 

by Felder and starring celebrated pianist Mona Golabek, was enthusiastically received by 

TheatreWorks audiences in early 2020. Hershey Felder as Monsieur Chopin is scheduled to 

perform at TheatreWorks in the 51st  Season. 

 

TheatreWorks Silicon Valley is the recipient of the 2019 Regional Theatre Tony Award. 

Led by Artistic Director Tim Bond and Executive Director Phil Santora, the Palo Alto-based 

theatre company serves more than 100,000 patrons per year and has captured a national 

reputation for artistic innovation and integrity, often presenting Bay Area theatregoers with 

their first look at acclaimed musicals, comedies, and dramas, directed by award-winning local 

and guest directors, and performed by professional actors cast locally and from across the 

country. The company recently announced that its in-person performances will be postponed 

until March 2021, in accordance with global efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19 

(Coronavirus). 

 

For Calendar Editors:  

  
WHAT: TheatreWorks Silicon Valley in partnership with Hershey Felder 

Presents – Live from Florence will offer a special livestreamed 
performance of Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone. 
Performed live on the famous stage of Teatro della Pergola in Florence, 
Italy by virtuoso performer/ playwright/ director Hershey Felder, this 
musical masterpiece tells the story of legendary American songwriter 
George Gershwin, who composed his first smash hit at age 21 and went 
on to compose a dazzling array of songs still wildly popular a century 
later. George Gershwin Alone shares the composer's life, including his 
brilliant and prolific partnership with his brother, lyricist Ira Gershwin, 
incorporating beloved songs from the popular hits “Fascinating 
Rhythm,” “I Got Rhythm,” “’S Wonderful” and “They Can’t Take That 
Away from Me,” to excerpts from his ground-breaking musicals Porgy 
and Bess and An American In Paris, and a complete performance of his 
opus “Rhapsody In Blue.” Felder’s exploration of Gershwin’s short but 
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extraordinary life illuminates the master tunesmith whose work shaped 
a distinctly American style of music. 

  
LIVESTREAM:  5pm PDT/ 8pm EDT Sunday, September 13, 2020 

 
ON-DEMAND: Ticketholders have access to a recording of the production for dditional 

72 hours after the livestream. TheatreWorks subscribers will have 
access to the recording for a month. 

 
WHERE: www.TheatreWorks.org TheatreWorks subscribers and patrons who 

purchase a ticket to the event will be emailed a link to stream the 
program at home on their computer, SmartTV or other device. 

 
TICKETS:  Free for current TheatreWorks Subscribers, or $55 per household if 

purchased separately. 
 

INFO: For information or to order tickets visit theatreworks.org or call (650) 
463-1960.  
 

-30- 
 

PRESS:  Contact Carla Befera & Co. 
   lauren@cb-pr.com   
 
PHOTOS:   Downloadable high-res photos are available here:  

http://www.cbpr.co/press/georgegershwinalone  
 
 


