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THE MARSH SHARES JOSH KORNBLUTH’S 

FORAY INTO THE WORLD OF SCIENCE, ILLNESS, AND FAMILY IN  

CITIZEN BRAIN 

Written by Josh Kornbluth  
In collaboration with  Aaron Loeb and Casey Stangl 

Directed by Casey Stangl 

7:30pm, Saturday, May 8 & 5:00pm, Sunday, May 9  

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (22 March 2021) – In time for Mother’s Day, The Marsh presents the 

story of a son, watching his mother struggle with her husband’s signs of dementia, and how he 

learned to help. Josh Kornbluth’s engaging and enlightening autobiographical 

monologue Citizen Brain, told in Kornbluth’s inimitable humorous, intelligent, and forthright 

style, follows how the Alzheimer's diagnosis of his beloved stepfather and the election of Donald 

Trump changed his life in surprisingly positive ways. Inspired to provide a helping hand, 

Kornbluth began to immerse himself in the study of brain disease at the Global Brain Health 

Institute. As he investigated whether or not society was suffering from political dementia, 

Kornbluth came across the discovery of the “empathy circuit” in the brain, which may be the 

ultimate cure to uniting divided groups and solving the world’s problems. Can a neurotic 

storyteller who flunked every science class spark a science-based revolution of 

empathy? Following each performance, Kornbluth will be joined by The Marsh Founder/Artistic 

Director Stephanie Weisman for an exclusive Q&A. Part of the Solo Performer Spotlight 

series, Citizen Brain will be streamed 7:30pm, Saturday, May 8 and 5:00pm, Sunday, May 9. 

Kornbluth will also appear on Stephanie’s MarshStream at 7:30pm, Thursday, March 25 to 

discuss his experience hosting MarshStream’s weekly Friday Game Night, which has turned an 

online community playing virtual BINGO into a tight knit support system, following along as 

Kornbluth shares new and surprising revelations in his personal life. For more 

information, please visit www.themarsh.org/marshstream. 

 

Josh Kornbluth (Writer/Performer) is a mainstay at The Marsh who has developed and 
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premiered his lauded works there for decades, with his performance of Haiku Tunnel being The 

Marsh’s first-ever full-length production. He launched his career as a solo artist with Josh 

Kornbluth’s Daily World, in which he described his childhood as the son of communists in 1960s 

New York. Thanks to a sponsorship by the US State Department, Kornbluth’s monologue, 

Citizen Josh, toured throughout India. Other works include Red Diaper Baby (Drama Desk 

Award nomination), The Mathematics of Change, Ben Franklin: Unplugged, and the San 

Francisco Mime Troupe production of Mr. Smith Goes to Obscuristan, among many others. For 

two years he hosted an interview program, “The Josh Kornbluth Show,” on KQED TV. He has 

collaborated with his brother Jacob on two nationally distributed feature films: Love & Taxes and 

Haiku Tunnel, which was accepted into the Sundance Film Festival. Kornbluth has appeared in 

several other movies including concert films of Red Diaper Baby and The Mathematics of 

Change; Lynn Hershman Leeson’s Teknolust and Strange Culture, a documentary about artist 

and professor Steve Kurtz; and Francis Ford Coppola’s Jack, starring Robin Williams. His shows 

have been collected into a book, Red Diaper Baby: Three Comic Monologues, as well as two 

audiobooks from Audible.com, Red Diaper Baby: Three Comic Monologues and Ben Franklin: 

Unplugged … and Other Comic Monologues. Kornbluth was an artist-in-residence at the Zen 

Hospice Project in San Francisco as well as a Hellman Visiting Artist at UCSF’s Memory and 

Aging Center. Since January 2017, Kornbluth has been an Atlantic Fellow for Equity in Brain 

Health at the Global Brain Health Institute, where he produces the Citizen Brain series of online 

videos that addresses issues including brain health, loneliness, empathy, and ageism. 

(citizenbrain.org) 

ABOUT THE GLOBAL BRAIN HEALTH INSTITUTE (GBHI): 

The Global Brain Health Institute (GBHI) is a leader in the global community dedicated to 

protecting the world’s aging populations from threats to brain health. GBHI works to reduce the 

scale and impact of dementia in three ways: by training and connecting the next generation of 

leaders in brain health through the Atlantic Fellows for Equity in Brain Health program; by 

collaborating in expanding preventions and interventions; and by sharing knowledge and 

engaging in advocacy. 

The Atlantic Fellows program is built on the idea that achieving fairer, healthier, more inclusive 

societies requires leaders with diverse perspectives to collaborate on solutions and learn from 

one another. The Atlantic Institute connects the seven Atlantic Fellows programs, building a 

global community of courageous leaders who inspire positive change. 

 

ABOUT MARSHSTREAM 

MarshStream launched in April 2020 and has received overwhelmingly enthusiastic 
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response, garnering over 80,000 viewers over the past 11 months. Notable MarshStream 

moments thus far include the debut of MarshStream International Solo Fest, The Marsh’s first- 

ever digital festival, and the U.S. premiere of The Invisible Line, a new documentary about one 

of the world’s most famous social experiments gone wrong.  

 

MarshStream programming varies daily, with Monday Night MarshStream (short performances 

by a variety of artists), Wild Card Tuesdays (everything from book/writer discussions, sing-a-

longs, Tell It On Tuesday, to Sound Healing and Restorative Yoga), Wednesday Solo Arts Heal 

(offering stories of health, advocacy, and inspiration), Stephanie’s MarshStream on Thursday 

nights (interview and performance excerpts, moderated by The Marsh Founder/Artistic 

Director Stephanie Weisman), BINGO! hosted by Josh Kornbluth, and weekend Solo 

Performance Spotlight featuring live full-length performances. MarshStream also offers 

performance development classes, a noon series that includes CJ’s FitnesSing weekly singing 

lesson/fitness class, and a Zoomba Room. Content is typically offered at 7:30pm nightly, and 

mid-day throughout the week via Zoom and YouTube LIVE. Throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic MarshStream has hosted over 500 LIVE streams, providing some 200 performers a 

platform to continue developing and producing art.  

 

MarshStream viewers are asked to contribute whatever they can afford. Donations can be made 

by joining The Marsh’s membership program and via a virtual “tip jar” on the website, with 

funds going to support The Marsh and its artists. For more information, the public may 

visit www.themarsh.org/marshstream. NOTE: Most performance streams from earlier 

MarshStream dates are also available on the website for viewing.  

In addition to nightly program offerings on MarshStream, The Marsh has also launched Marsh 

Youth Theater (MYT) MarshStream, classes offered daily and taught by MYT instructors. 

From Creative Dramatics to Storytelling, Dancing, and more, class types, instructors, and age 

levels vary for each class. For weekly class schedules and additional information, please visit 

themarsh.org/mytmarshstream. 

 

ABOUT THE MARSH 

The Marsh is known as “a breeding ground for new performance.” It was launched in 1989 by 

Founder and Artistic Director Stephanie Weisman, and pre-COVID hosted more than 600 

performances of 175 shows across the company’s two venues in San Francisco and Berkeley. A 

leading outlet for solo performers, The Marsh’s specialty has been hailed by the San Francisco 

Chronicle as “solo performances that celebrate the power of storytelling at its simplest and 

purest.” The East Bay Times named The Marsh one of Bay Area’s best intimate theaters, calling 

it “one of the most thriving solo theaters in the nation. The live theatrical energy is simply 

irresistible.” 

 

 

For Calendar Editors 
 

WHAT:   In time for Mother’s Day, The Marsh presents the story of a son, watching his 

mother struggle with her husband’s signs of dementia, and how he learned to 

help. Josh Kornbluth’s engaging and enlightening autobiographical 

monologue Citizen Brain, told in Kornbluth’s inimitable humorous, 
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intelligent, and forthright style, follows how the Alzheimer's diagnosis of his 

beloved stepfather and the election of Donald Trump changed his life in 

surprisingly positive ways. Inspired to provide a helping hand, Kornbluth began 

to immerse himself in the study of brain disease at the Global Brain Health 

Institute. As he investigated whether or not society was suffering from political 

dementia, Kornbluth came across the discovery of the “empathy circuit” in the 

brain, which may be the ultimate cure to uniting divided groups and solving the 

world’s problems. Can a neurotic storyteller who flunked every science class 

spark a science-based revolution of empathy?  

 

 

DATES:  7:30pm, Saturday, May 8 

  5:00pm, Sunday, May 9 

 

 

WHERE: Available to view via MarshStream: www.themarsh.org/marshstream 

 

 

TICKETS: MarshStream viewers are asked to contribute whatever they can afford. 

Donations can be made by joining The Marsh’s membership program and via a 

virtual “tip jar” on the website, with funds going to support The Marsh and its 

artists. 

 

-30- 

 

 

PRESS: Contact Sydney Albin, Carla Befera & Co. 

  sydney@cb-pr.com  

 

 

PHOTOS:  Downloadable high-res photos are available here:  

http://cbpr.co/press/marshstream 
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