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THE MARSH PRESENTS HAI-TING CHINN’S 

ASTRONAUTICA  
VOICES OF WOMEN IN SPACE 

5:00pm & 7:30pm (PDT), Saturday, June 26, 2021 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (13 May 2021) – The Marsh brings Astronautica, a musical drawn 

from the words of women who have traveled through outer space, to its digital platform, 

MarshStream. Conceived and performed by Hai-Ting Chinn (whose hit opera Science Fair was 

presented by MarshStream in March 2021), Lindsay Kesselman, and Kirsten Sollek, the women 

of Trio Triumphatrix, this newly commissioned work by Voices of Ascension incorporating 

music, voice, and video features works by female composers including Hai-Ting Chinn, Renée 

Favand-See, Jennifer Jolley, Elaine Lachica, Gilda Lyons, Rashonda Reeves, Kamala Sankaram, 

Jane Sheldon, and Bora Yoon. Astronautica offers audiences an artistic evocation of the 

transformation that happens when one sees Earth set against the endless blackness of space – 

without the artificial boundaries that divide, and may possibly destroy, humankind. Originally 

scheduled to premiere live on stage last year at National Sawdust and The Flea Theater, 

Astronautica made a fluid and inspiring transformation to an online presentation with stunning 

multi-media components. Astronautica will be streamed 5:00pm & 7:30pm (PDT), Saturday, 

June 26. Immediately following the 5:00pm (PDT) performance Chinn, Kesselman, and Sollek 

will be joined by The Marsh Founder/Artistic Director Stephanie Weisman for an exclusive 

Q&A. Chinn and composer Jolley will also discuss their work on Stephanie’s MarshStream at 

7:30pm (PDT), Thursday, June 24. For more information or to purchase viewing access ($0-$35 

sliding scale, $50, $100), the public may visit www.themarsh.org/marshstream. 

 

A familiar face to The Marsh, acclaimed mezzo-soprano Hai-Ting Chinn returns to 

MarshStream where her virtuoso hybrid of science and art, Science Fair, was a hit. Seen on 

stages around the world, Chinn has performed with New York City Opera, in a world tour 

of Philip Glass/Robert Wilson’s Einstein on the Beach, as a soloist with American Symphony 
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Orchestra, on the stages of Carnegie Hall, The Mann Center in Philadelphia, and London’s West 

End as Lady Thiang in The King & I. In addition to her lauded works on mainstages around the 

world, Chinn is known in New York City as an advocate of classical music in unusual and 

accessible settings. She starred in the Wooster Group’s first opera, La Didone (music of 

Francesco Cavalli), an experimental retelling of the Dido and Aeneas story set in and against a 

Sci-Fi movie from the 1960s. It premiered at the Edinburgh Festival, where 

the Scotsman newspaper called her "glorious, poised, and poignant," and then debuted in New 

York City at St. Ann’s Warehouse, where Timeout New York declared: "Chinn has it all: 

breathtaking beauty, poise, comic timing and a voice of pure gold." She has also performed the 

roles of Medea in Cavalli’s Giasone and Poppea in Monteverdi’s Coronation of Poppea in a 

nightclub (Le Poisson Rouge in Manhattan’s West Village, productions by OperaOmnia) and 

Nicklausse/The Muse in Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffmann at an active shipping dock on the 

Brooklyn waterfront (a production by Vertical Players Repertory in collaboration with the 

Brooklyn stevedores). She created and performed Science Fair: An Opera with Experiments as 

an Artist in Residence at HERE Arts Center in New York City, which made its MarshStream 

debut in March 2021. Of mixed Chinese and Jewish ancestry, Chinn is a native of Northern 

California and currently resides in New York City. She holds degrees from the Eastman and Yale 

Schools of Music.  

 

Hailed by Fanfare Magazine as an “artist of growing reputation” for her artistry and 

intelligence… with a voice of goddess-like splendor,” soprano Lindsay Kesselman is a 

passionate advocate for contemporary music, actively commissioning and collaborating with a 

diverse array of composers to create unique, groundbreaking, and dramatically-inspired works 

for the voice. Career highlights include a world premiere performance at the National College 

Band Directors National Association (CBDNA) in 2019 (John Mackey), a world premiere with 

the UNCG Wind Symphony in 2019 (D.J. Sparr), a leading role in Louis Andriessen’s opera 

Theatre of the World with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and Dutch National Opera (live 

recording release on Nonesuch Records, 2017), and an international tour of Einstein on the 

Beach with the Philip Glass Ensemble (2012-2015), which won the prestigious Laurence Olivier 

Award for the Best New Opera Production in 2013. She has been the resident soprano of the 

Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble for eight seasons, and toured to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 

in 2019 with this ensemble for 30 performances of Kieren MacMillan’s The Gray Cat and the 
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Flounder. Kesselman holds degrees in Voice Performance from Rice University and Michigan 

State University.  

 

Called “an appealingly rich alto” and “true contralto” by The New York Times, Kirsten Sollek is 

sought out for her unique sound and compelling performance style. She has been featured with 

orchestras, operas, and music festival worldwide including the Seattle Baroque Orchestra, Teatro 

Municipal de Santiago in Chile, String Orchestra of Brooklyn, and Bach Collegium Japan, 

among many others. Sollek has appeared at the Mostly Mozart Festival at Lincoln Center, 

Boston Early Music Festival, Lufthansa Festival of Baroque Music, the Virginia Ars Festival, 

and the Carmel Bach Festival. She has collaborated with Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble ACJW for 

performances of John Adams’s Grand Pianola Music and Louis Andriessen’s De Staat. In new 

music, Sollek has collaborated regularly with Ensemble Signal and Alarm Will Sound, 

performing much of the vocal music of Steve Reich. Over the past decade, she has worked 

extensively with composer John Zorn, premiering his music in US, Europe, Australia, and Israel.  

 

ABOUT VOICES OF ASCENSION 

Voices of Ascension seeks to enthrall its audiences through outstanding performances and 

exemplary interpretations of choral music. It sustains a vibrant artistic community of 

professional vocal and instrumental musicians in New York City through a broad repertory, 

dynamic programming, and strategic collaborations across the tri-state area. 

www.voicesofascension.org.  

 

ABOUT MARSHSTREAM 

MarshStream launched in April 2020 and has received overwhelmingly enthusiastic 

response, garnering over 80,000 viewers over the past year. Notable MarshStream moments thus 

far include the debut of MarshStream International Solo Fest, The Marsh’s first- ever digital 

festival, and the U.S. premiere of The Invisible Line, a new documentary about one of the 

world’s most famous social experiments gone wrong.  

 

MarshStream programming varies daily, with Monday Night MarshStream (short performances 

by a variety of artists), Wild Card Tuesdays (everything from book/writer discussions, sing-a-

longs, Tell It On Tuesday, to Sound Healing and Restorative Yoga), Wednesday Solo Arts Heal 

(offering stories of health, advocacy, and inspiration), Stephanie’s MarshStream on Thursday 

nights (interview and performance excerpts, moderated by The Marsh Founder/Artistic 

Director Stephanie Weisman), BINGO! hosted by Josh Kornbluth, and weekend Solo 

Performance Spotlight featuring live full-length performances. MarshStream also offers 

performance development classes, a noon series that includes CJ’s FitnesSing weekly singing 

lesson/fitness class, and a Zoomba Room. Content is typically offered at 7:30pm nightly, and 

mid-day throughout the week via Zoom and YouTube LIVE. Throughout the COVID-19 
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pandemic MarshStream has hosted over 500 LIVE streams, providing some 200 performers a 

platform to continue developing and producing art.  

 

MarshStream viewers are asked to contribute whatever they can afford. Donations can be made 

by joining The Marsh’s membership program and via a virtual “tip jar” on the website, with 

funds going to support The Marsh and its artists. For more information, the public may 

visit www.themarsh.org/marshstream. NOTE: Most performance streams from earlier 

MarshStream dates are also available on the website for viewing.  

In addition to nightly program offerings on MarshStream, The Marsh has also launched Marsh 

Youth Theater (MYT) MarshStream, classes offered daily and taught by MYT instructors. 

From Creative Dramatics to Storytelling, Dancing, and more, class types, instructors, and age 

levels vary for each class. For weekly class schedules and additional information, please visit 

themarsh.org/mytmarshstream. 

 

ABOUT STEPHANIE WEISMAN  

Stephanie Weisman founded The Marsh in 1989, and has been the Artistic/Executive Director 

since its inception. Under her leadership, The Marsh has grown from a one-night-a-week 

performance series to producing 600-700 shows annually on its four stages. Over the years, 

Weisman has received the Meritorious Achievement Award from the Bay Area Theatre Critic’s 

Circle and was named A Local Hero by the San Francisco Bay Guardian for her work at The 

Marsh. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, Weisman pivoted to digital content and launched 

MarshStream, The Marsh’s digital platform with varied daily programming.   
 

After receiving her MA in Creative Writing, Weisman started The Marsh to develop her own 

solo performance. For the first decade she supported the development of thousands of new 

performances. In 2006 she premiered her opera, Aphrodisia, written for a 20-woman chorus, a 

chamber ensemble, solo performer, and dancer. Since then she premiered Breed & Rescue, a solo 

performance musical about breeding and rescuing dogs and children. She is currently working on 

another solo, Planet DoReMi, and reimagining Aphrodisia with Wei Wang for the digital black 

box. Weisman lives in Oakland and the Trinity Alps with her husband Richard and three 

American bulldogs Trinity, Junior, and Marsha. 

 

Every Thursday at 7:30pm, Weisman hosts Stephanie’s MarshStream. Each week, a new 

MarshStream performer joins her for interviews, bantering, Q&A, and performance excerpts.   

 

ABOUT THE MARSH 

The Marsh is known as “a breeding ground for new performance.” It was launched in 1989 by 

Founder and Artistic Director Stephanie Weisman, and pre-COVID hosted more than 600 

performances of 175 shows across the company’s two venues in San Francisco and Berkeley. A 

leading outlet for solo performers, The Marsh’s specialty has been hailed by the San Francisco 

Chronicle as “solo performances that celebrate the power of storytelling at its simplest and 

purest.” The East Bay Times named The Marsh one of Bay Area’s best intimate theaters, calling 

it “one of the most thriving solo theaters in the nation. The live theatrical energy is simply 

irresistible.” 
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For Calendar Editors 
 

WHAT:   The Marsh brings Astronautica, a musical drawn from the words of women who 

have traveled through outer space, to its digital platform, MarshStream. 

Conceived and performed by Hai-Ting Chinn (whose hit opera Science Fair was 

presented by MarshStream in March 2021), Lindsay Kesselman, and Kirsten 

Sollek, the women of Trio Triumphatrix, this newly commissioned work by 

Voices of Ascension incorporating music, voice, and video features works by 

female composers including Hai-Ting Chinn, Renée Favand-See, Jennifer Jolley, 

Elaine Lachica, Gilda Lyons, Rashonda Reeves, Kamala Sankaram, Jane Sheldon, 

and Bora Yoon. Astronautica offers audiences an artistic evocation of the 

transformation that happens when one sees Earth set against the endless blackness 

of space – without the artificial boundaries that divide, and may possibly destroy, 

humankind. Originally scheduled to premiere live on stage last year at National 

Sawdust and The Flea Theater, Astronautica made a fluid and inspiring 

transformation to an online presentation with stunning multi-media components. 

 

 

DATES:  5:00pm & 7:30pm (PDT), Saturday, June 26 

 

 

WHERE: Available to view via MarshStream: www.themarsh.org/marshstream 

 

 

TICKETS: Viewing access is available for purchase: $0-$35 sliding scale, $50, $100 

 

-30- 

 

 

PRESS: Contact Sydney Albin, Carla Befera & Co. 

  sydney@cb-pr.com  

 

 

PHOTOS:  Downloadable high-res photos are available here: 

http://cbpr.co/press/marshstream 
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