
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

SMUIN CONTEMPORARY BALLET  
LAUNCHES 31ST SEASON, LED BY 

NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AMY SEIWERT 

“DANCE SERIES 1” 
FEATURING A WORLD PREMIERE BY JENNIFER ARCHIBALD, 

THE COMPANY PREMIERE OF MATTHEW NEENAN’S “THE LAST GLASS,” 
AND THE RETURN OF AMY SEIWERT’S STIRRING “RENAISSANCE” 

   
Shows in Mountain View, Walnut Creek, and San Francisco 

September 13 – October 20, 2024 
 
WHAT: Smuin Contemporary Ballet kicks off its 31st season—its first led by Artistic Director 

Amy Seiwert—with a thrilling program of premieres and celebrated works. In its season 
opener, Smuin introduces its audiences to two renowned choreographers. Globally in-
demand dancemaker Jennifer Archibald will create a World Premiere in her first project 
with Smuin. Archibald, the founder and Artistic Director of the Arch Dance Company 
and Program Director of ArchCore40 Dance Intensives, was appointed as the first female 
Resident Choreographer in Cincinnati Ballet’s 40-year history. Known for exploring 
partnering and movement styles across genres, Archibald’s premiere promises a dynamic 
new work that highlights the spectacular versatility of Smuin artists. BalletX co-founder 
Matthew Neenan, who was declared “one of the most appealing and singular 
choreographic voices in ballet today” by The New York Times, will also make his 
company debut in “Dance Series 1.” Neenan’s character-driven The Last Glass is a 
theatrical work set to the music of indie-rock band Beirut. Driven by the intensely lyrical 
soundtrack, storylines both playful and passionate unfold in this expressive pop ballet. 
Rounding out the bill is Amy Seiwert’s Renaissance, returning to the Bay Area following 
its New York premiere at the Joyce Theater. This striking work is complemented by an 
empowering a cappella soundtrack by Kitka Women’s Vocal Ensemble, the acclaimed 
Oakland-based group specializing in traditional songs and vocal techniques from Eastern 
Europe. Inspired by the 2019 Women’s Wall protest in India, one of the largest gender 
equity protests in history, the piece was hailed by the San Francisco Chronicle as 
“Dynamic. Inventive. Sinuous. Renaissance has a certain grave and timeless feel to it.” 

 
DATES & LOCATIONS: 
 
MOUNTAIN VIEW: 
September 13-15, 2024 

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
500 Castro Street, Mountain View 



 

 

7:30pm Fri, Sept. 13 
2pm & 7:30pm Sat, Sept. 14 
2pm Sun, Sept. 15 
 

(650) 903-6000 or www.smuinballet.org 
Tickets ($33-$92) 

WALNUT CREEK: 
September 27-28, 2024 
7:30pm Fri, Sept. 27 
2pm Sat, Sept. 28 
 

Lesher Center for the Arts 
1601 Civic Drive, Walnut Creek 
(925) 943-7469 or www.smuinballet.org 
Tickets ($36-$87) 
 

SAN FRANCISCO: 
October 11-20, 2024 
7:30pm Fri, Oct. 11 
7:30pm Sat, Oct. 12 
7:30pm Thurs, Oct. 17 
7:30pm Fri, Oct. 18 
2pm & 7:30pm Sat, Oct. 19 
2pm Sun, Oct. 20 
 

Cowell Theater 
2 Marina Blvd, San Francisco  
(415) 912-1899 or www.smuinballet.org 
Tickets ($25-$89) 
 

Discounts available for students and groups of 10 or more.  
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PRESS: Contact Steph Keay, Carla Befera & Co. 
  650-687-7830 | steph@cb-pr.com 
 
PHOTOS: Media may download high-res photos at https://cbpr.co/press/2024danceseries1/ 
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