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SAN FRANCISCO PLAYHOUSE PRESENTS 

IMAGINATIVE TONY AND OLIVIER AWARD-WINNING PLAY  

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT  
OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME 

Based on the novel by Mark Haddon 
Adapted by Simon Stephens 
Directed by Susi Damilano 

Movement Direction by Bridgette Loriaux 
May 1 – June 21, 2025 (opening night: May 7) 

SAN FRANCISCO PLAYHOUSE 
 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (13 March 2025) — San Francisco Playhouse will stage the Olivier 
Award and Tony Award-winning The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, written 
by Simon Stephens based on the novel of the same name by Mark Haddon. With creative 
storytelling that captivates the senses, this dynamic play follows 15-year-old mathematics genius 
Christopher, who is autistic. Upon the discovery of the death of his neighbor’s dog, Christopher 
launches an investigation, sending him on a thrilling journey that ultimately upturns his world. 
San Francisco Playhouse Producing Director and co-founder Susi Damilano helms this 
production with movement direction by Bridgette Loriaux. The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time will perform May 1 – June 21, 2025 (opening night: May 7) at San Francisco 
Playhouse 450, Post Street. For tickets ($35-$135) and more information, the public may visit 
sfplayhouse.org or call the box office at 415-677-9596.  
 
Premiering at The National Theatre in 2012, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time transferred to the West End, where it won seven Olivier Awards including Best New Play. 
It later opened on Broadway, winning five Tony Awards including Best Play, six Drama Desk 
Awards, and five Outer Critics Circle Awards. Vogue lauded the play as “a testament to the 
singular power of theater,” while TIME called it “a play that works on every level — crowd-
pleasing, eye-opening, life-affirming and unmissable.” 
 
San Francisco Playhouse has assembled a cast of talented actors for this play. Brendan Looney 
(he/they) makes their San Francisco Playhouse debut as Christopher John Francis Boone. 
Looney has been seen at Theatre Rhinoceros, Bay Area Musicals, Woodminster Summer 
Musicals, and Contra Costa Musical Theatre. Looney joins the growing list of actors with autism 
to portray the role of Christopher—this performance marks their first opportunity in Looney’s 
career to play an explicitly neurodiverse role. 
 
Mark P. Robinson (he/him) makes his Playhouse debut as Ed Boone, Christopher’s father. He 
has performed with New Conservatory Theatre Center, Berkeley Playhouse, 42nd Street Moon, 
Hillbarn Theatre, Lamplighters Music Theatre, Ross Valley Players, and Redwood Symphony. 
He can be seen in Werewolf Serenade on Amazon Prime Video. 
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Liz Sklar (she/her) playing Judy Boone, Christopher’s mother, returns to San Francisco 
Playhouse where she appeared in Trouble Cometh and Becky Shaw. She has also performed with 
American Conservatory Theater, California Shakespeare Theater, Marin Theatre, Aurora Theatre 
Company, and Shotgun Players, among others. 
 
Sophia Alawi (she/her) returns to the Playhouse as Siobhan, Christopher’s teacher. She won the 
San Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle (SFBATCC) award for Featured Actress – 
Musical in 2019 for Groundhog Day The Musical at the Playhouse. She also starred as the titular 
role in last summer’s Evita (nominated for a 2024 SFBATCC Award for Principal Performance – 
Musical), and was seen in As You Like It and Twelfth Night. Other theatre performances include 
roles with 42nd Street Moon, Hillbarn Theatre, Theatre Under the Stars, and Playhouse on Park. 
Television credits include “Law & Order: SVU.” 
 
Cassidy Brown, Laura Domingo, Whit K. Lee, Catherine Luedtke, Renee Rogoff, and 
Wiley Naman Strasser round out the ensemble, playing a variety of roles. Cassidy Brown 
returns to the Playhouse after previously appearing in You Mean to Do Me Harm and In a Word.  
He has also acted with Berkeley Repertory Theatre, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, San Jose 
Repertory Theatre, Center Repertory Company, Aurora Theatre Company, and Marin 
Shakespeare Company, among others.  
 
Laura Domingo (she/her) has performed with New Conservatory Theatre Center, SPARC 
Theater, Shotgun Players, and Silicon Valley Shakespeare. She is a resident actor and writer with 
sketch-comedy group Killing My Lobster and a member of the PlayGround writing pool. 
 
Whit K. Lee (he/him) has been seen Off-Broadway at Atlantic Theatre Company and Classic 
Stage Company. Regional theatre performances include Steppenwolf, Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, Capital Repertory Theatre, and Actors Theatre of Louisville. Film and T.V. Credits 
include “Blue Bloods,” “FBI: Most Wanted,” “Beyond,” “Kaleidoscope,” “Law & Order SVU,” 
Wall Street English, and Grounded. 
 
Catherine Luedtke (she/they) has performed with Center Repertory Company, San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival, California Shakespeare Theater, Exit Theater, The National Theatre, The 
Young Vic Theatre, and The Curran. She is a founding member of The Director’s 
Theatre/Writer’s Theatre in London and is also a Resident Artist at Crowded Fire Theater. 
 
Renee Rogoff (she/her) returns to the Playhouse, where she was featured in the Playhouse’s 
productions of The Play That Goes Wrong, The 39 Steps, Clue, and As You Like It. She has also 
appeared onstage at Berkeley Repertory Theatre, Cutting Ball Theater, Central Works Theater 
Company, and Those Women Productions. Rogoff received a SFBATCC Award for Best 
Featured Actress for her performance as Hannah in When We Were Young and Unafraid at 
Custom Made Theatre Company. 
 
Wiley Naman Strasser (he/they) returns to San Francisco Playhouse after appearing in Mary 
Poppins and Colossal. Recent credits include Broadway national tours of The Kite Runner and A 
Christmas Carol. He has also performed with California Shakespeare Theater, Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre, Aurora Theatre Company, Magic Theatre, Hope Mohr Dance, Shotgun 
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Players, Crowded Fire Theater, Cutting Ball Theater, and Los Angeles Theatre Center.  
 
PRODUCTION TEAM: 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time features scenic design by Bill English; 
lighting design by Christian Mejia; costume design by Alice Ruiz; sound design by James 
Ard, properties design by Amy Benjamin, projections design by Sarah Phykitt, dialect 
coaching by Kimberly Mohne Hill, intimacy direction by Elena Wright, and fight direction by 
Dave Maier. Sarah Marie Selig is stage manager with Anthony Frederick Aranda as assistant 
stage manager. 
 
CREATIVE TEAM: 
Mark Haddon (Novel) won the Whitbread Book of the Year, Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize, 
the Commonwealth Writers Prize, and Dolly Gray Children’s Literature Award for his novel The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Other books include The Red House, The Pier 
Falls, The Porpoise, A Spot of Bother, Gilbert’s Gobstopper, the Agent Z series, Boom!, The Sea 
of Tranquility, and The Ice Bear’s Cave. He created and wrote several episodes for “Microsoap,” 
winning two BAFTAs and a Royal Television Society Award for this work. 
 
Simon Stephens (Playwright) is a prolific British playwright who has won Olivier Awards for 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time and On the Shore of the Wide World. Other 
notable plays include Pornography, Birdland, Herons, Morning Sun, I am the Wind, Punk Rock, 
and Harper Regan. Stephens' work has been produced at Britain’s National Theatre, the Royal 
Court, the Royal Shakespeare Company, among many others worldwide. His productions on 
Broadway include The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Heisenberg, and Sea Wall. 
  
Recently helming the Playhouse’s Waitress and The Play That Goes Wrong, Susi Damilano 
(Director) directed the West Coast Premieres of Honey Brown Eyes (SFBATCC nomination), 
Dead Man’s Cell Phone, Coronado, The Mystery Plays, and Roulette; and the World Premieres 
of On Clover Road by Steven Dietz, From Red to Black by Rhett Rossi, and Seven Days by 
Daniel Heath in the Sandbox Series. Other directing credits include Playhouse productions of 
The 39 Steps, Clue, Groundhog Day the Musical, Cabaret, Mary Poppins, Noises Off, She Loves 
Me, Stage Kiss, Company, Stupid Fucking Bird, Into the Woods, A Behanding in Spokane, Den 
of Thieves, and Wirehead (SFBATCC nomination). She is a five-time recipient of the SFBATCC 
Excellence in Theatre Award for Principal Actress in a Play for the Playhouse productions of 
Bug, Six Degrees of Separation, and Reckless. Damilano has also performed leading roles in the 
Playhouse’s The Glass Menagerie, Yoga Play, The Effect, The Roommate, Red Velvet, Tree, 
Bauer, Abigail’s Party, Harper Regan, Coraline, Slasher, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, 
Landscape of the Body, First Person Shooter, Jesus Hopped the ‘A’ Train, The Crucible, 
Kimberly Akimbo, Our Town, and The Smell of the Kill. 
 
Bridgette Loriaux (Movement Direction) is a writer, director, choreographer, producer, actor, 
dancer, aerialist, and yoga therapist. She began her professional career as a cast member of the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival. She then appeared onstage with De La Guarda Off-Broadway 
before touring internationally with the company. She performed in the 2008 Beijing Olympics 
and created Le Petit Mort for Egyptian company Darb 1718. She directs and choreographs for 
Shotgun Players, Marin Shakespeare Company, TheatreFIRST, and Anton’s Well Theater 
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Company, and acted with Marin Shakespeare Company. She wrote, directed, and choreographed 
the play 2 1/2 Breaths, which made its World Premiere Off-Broadway, and is working on her 
second play Immersion.  
 
SAN FRANCISCO PLAYHOUSE: 
Founded by Bill English and Susi Damilano in 2003, San Francisco Playhouse has been 
described by The New York Times as “a company that stages some of the most consistently high-
quality work around” and deemed “ever adventurous” by The Mercury News. Located in the 
heart of the Union Square Theater District, San Francisco Playhouse is the city’s premier Off-
Broadway company, an intimate alternative to the larger more traditional Union Square theater 
fare. The Playhouse provides audiences the opportunity to experience professional theater with 
top-notch actors and world-class design in a setting where they are close to the action. The 
company has received multiple awards for overall productions, acting, and design, including the 
SF Weekly Best Theatre Award and the Bay Guardian’s Best Off-Broadway Theatre Award, as 
well as three consecutive San Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle Awards for Best Entire 
Production in the Bay Area. KQED/NPR recently described the company as “one of the few 
theaters in the Bay Area that has a mission that actually shows up on stage. Artistic Director Bill 
English’s commitment to empathy as a guiding philosophical and aesthetic force is admirable 
and by living that mission, fascinating things happen onstage.” The Playhouse is committed to 
providing a creative home and inspiring environment where actors, directors, writers, designers, 
and theater lovers converge to create and experience dramatic works that celebrate the human 
spirit. 
 
FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 
 
WHAT: San Francisco Playhouse will stage the Olivier Award and Tony Award-

winning The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, written by Simon 
Stephens based on the novel of the same name by Mark Haddon. With creative 
storytelling that captivates the senses, this dynamic play follows 15-year-old 
mathematics genius Christopher, who is autistic. Upon the discovery of the death 
of his neighbor’s dog, Christopher launches an investigation, sending him on a 
thrilling journey that ultimately upturns his world. Premiering at The National 
Theatre in 2012, the show transferred to the West End, where it won seven 
Olivier Awards including Best New Play. It later opened on Broadway, winning 
five Tony Awards including Best Play, six Drama Desk Awards, and five Outer 
Critics Circle Awards. Vogue lauded the play as “a testament to the singular 
power of theater,” while TIME called it “a play that works on every level — 
crowd-pleasing, eye-opening, life-affirming and unmissable.” San Francisco 
Playhouse Producing Director and co-founder Susi Damilano helms this 
production with movement direction by Bridgette Loriaux.     

WHEN: Previews: Thursday, May 1 – Tuesday, May 6, 2025 
Opening: Wednesday, May 7, 2025 
Closes: Saturday, June 21, 2025 
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 SHOWS: Tuesdays and Thursdays: 7pm 
Wednesdays: 2pm & 7pm 
Fridays: 3pm & 8pm 
Saturdays: 3pm & 8pm 
Sundays: 2pm  

WHERE: San Francisco Playhouse (450 Post Street, San Francisco) 

TICKETS:  Single tickets ($35-$135). For tickets and more information, the public may visit 
https://www.sfplayhouse.org/sfph/2024-2025-season/the-curious-incident-of-the-
dog-in-the-night-time/ or call the box office at 415-677-9596. 
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PRESS: Contact Lauren Goldfarb, Carla Befera & Co. lauren@cb-pr.com 

PHOTOS:  Downloadable high-res photos are available: http://cbpr.co/press/curiousincident     

 


