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THEATREWORKS SILICON VALLEY  

ANNOUNCES 55TH SEASON  
INCLUDES THREE WORLD PREMIERES,  

2024 PULITZER PRIZE WINNER, HOLIDAY AUSTEN SHOW, 
PLUS NEW WORKS FESTIVAL & MORE  

Runs September 2025 through May 2026 in Palo Alto & Mountain View 
 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA (14 April 2025) — Before a packed audience of patrons and supporters this 
evening, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley announced its 55th season—a remarkable lineup of works to be 
presented September 2025 through May 2026. Unveiled at a public event held at the Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts, TheatreWorks Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli revealed the four 
plays, one play with music, and one musical the company will present in its next season. She also 
unveiled plans for this summer’s New Works Festival, new commissions, and more.  
 
Attendees cheered upon hearing the Tony Award Recipient theatre company’s 2025-26 season lineup 
will include three World Premieres: a play commissioned by TheatreWorks, a favorite play from the 
company’s 2024 New Works Festival, and an autobiographical show by actor/writer/pianist Hershey 
Felder. Season 55 also features the Regional Premiere of the 2024 winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama, a charming holiday romantic comedy starring Jane Austen heroines, and a heartwarming hit 
musical to be helmed by Artistic Director Emeritus Robert Kelley. Three of the season’s productions will 
be mounted at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts’ (MVCPA) MainStage, one presented 
on MVCPA’s SecondStage, and two will be staged at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern Theatre. Subscriptions ($96-
$512) are now available; single tickets will be available in the coming months at TheatreWorks.org. 
 
“At TheatreWorks, the dynamic work we put onstage is locally grown and nationally known,” said 
TheatreWorks Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli. “As a thriving artistic incubator located in the heart 
of Silicon Valley, we’re dedicated to nurturing Bay Area theatre makers and continuing our legacy of 
fostering the future of American theatre. Season 55 truly exemplifies this ethos—many of our shows 
this year will offer local audiences the first look at exciting new works, while we collaborate with 
talented artists from the Bay Area and beyond to stage uplifting, joyous, and entertaining theatrical 
celebrations of the human spirit.”  
 
Before Season 55 begins, TheatreWorks will present its 22nd Annual New Works Festival in summer 
2025, offering Bay Area theatre fans a sneak peek at future theatre hits. The upcoming festival will kick 
off with readings of works by members of TheatreWorks’ Susan Fairbrook Core Writers Group, a 
cohort of Bay Area writers ranging from new voices to seasoned veterans. These readings will be 
invitation-only with tickets available for Festival Pass holders. The company will stage readings in 
August and July 2025 at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern Theatre, including a reading of a new musical by award-



THEATREWORKS 55th SEASON 
2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2-2 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MEDIA CONTACT: Lauren Goldfarb, CARLA BEFERA & CO. 

Email: Lauren@cb-pr.com 

winning team Irene Sankoff and David Hein (Come From Away) and seven-time Emmy Award winning 
writer Mark Saltzman’s a cappella musical Alice, Formerly of Wonderland. Festival passes ($90) are 
currently available to add on to Season 55 subscriptions. Individual tickets and more information will 
be available at a later date at TheatreWorks.org. 
 
TheatreWorks’ 55th season will kick off in the fall with the World Premiere of Lauren Gunderson’s 
adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women (September 24 – October 12, 2025). One of American 
theatre’s most produced playwrights, Bay Area native Gunderson brings the beloved March sisters—
Meg, Beth, Amy, and Jo—and their devoted Marmee to the stage in a stunning new production 
appropriate for theatregoers of all ages. Presented from the lens of author Alcott, this new look at the 
timeless tale follows the sisters’ adventures, romances, hardships, and unbreakable bond as they grow 
up and find their way in 19th Century New England. Co-commissioned by TheatreWorks, City Theatre 
Company (Pittsburgh, PA), Northlight Theatre (Skokie, IL), and People’s Light (Malvern, PA), this new 
theatrical work is enjoying a rolling World Premiere at all four organizations. Chicago Tribune called the 
Northlight Theatre run “Lively. Gunderson’s love for her characters bursts from all her scripts. She 
fuses period interest with a contemporary sensibility.” Chicago Theatre Review proclaimed, “Lauren 
Gunderson’s beautiful new version of Alcott’s autobiographical novel is a story we need today.” 
Giovanna Sardelli directs.  
 
Next up, TheatreWorks will debut Jordan Ramirez Puckett’s A Driving Beat (October 29 – November 
23, 2025) in an intimate production at MVCPA’s SecondStage. This vibrant voyage exploring identity, 
understanding, and the depths of love will be presented in a rolling World Premiere with Flint 
Repertory Theatre (Flint, MI). A runaway hit from the 2024 New Works Festival, A Driving Beat follows 
a mother-son cross-country road trip peppered with the teen’s hip-hop music as a brown son and his 
white mother seek common ground in their uncommon pasts. Associate Producer of Casting & Literary 
Management Jeffrey Lo helms this poignant play. 
 
For the holidays, TheatreWorks returns to the oeuvre of Jane Austen to present Georgiana and Kitty: 
Christmas at Pemberley (December 3-28, 2025), written by Bay Area playwrights Lauren Gunderson 
and Margot Melcon and directed by Giovanna Sardelli. Following its 2024 record-breaking production 
of Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley and recent stage adaptations of Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility, and Emma, TheatreWorks revisits the Regency era for another story in 
Gunderson and Melcon’s Christmas at Pemberley series. Perfect for the whole family, this charming 
holiday tale filled with music focuses on Mr. Darcy’s sister, accomplished pianist Georgiana, and one of 
the youngest Bennet sisters, eternal optimist Kitty. Tired of living in the shadow of their siblings’ 
romantic affairs, the pair of friends are eager to begin their own adventures in life and love, initiated by 
an admirer’s visit to the Pemberley Estate. Georgiana and Kitty: Christmas at Pemberley was co-
commissioned and received a rolling World Premiere by Marin Theatre, Jungle Theatre, and Northlight 
Theatre. San Francisco Chronicle commended Gunderson and Melcon’s “deep understanding of 
theater as alchemy” and lauded the show as “charming. A feast for actors.” Marin Independent Journal 
called Georgiana and Kitty “Dazzling. What more could theatergoers ask for at Christmas time?” San 
Mateo Daily Journal deemed it “a joyful, uplifting way to celebrate the holidays,” while Theater Dogs 
lauded it as “highly enjoyable, smart and full of real charm and warmth.”  
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TheatreWorks will ring in 2026 with the return of actor/pianist/writer Hershey Felder in the World 
Premiere of Hershey Felder: The Piano and Me (January 17 – February 8, 2026). Known for his 
portrayals of musical geniuses in his beloved composer series, Felder now renders a different musical 
artist: himself. In this new autobiographical work, Felder peels back the curtain to unveil how musical 
works are created and how origin stories are told. Playing some 20 different characters and as many 
composers, this promises to be a work unlike anything audiences have seen before. Breaking many 
TheatreWorks box office records, Felder has long been a favorite of TheatreWorks audiences, who 
have flocked to his hit productions including Hershey Felder: Rachmaninoff and the Tsar; Hershey 
Felder as George Gershwin Alone; Hershey Felder: Chopin in Paris; Our Great Tchaikovsky; Hershey 
Felder as Irving Berlin; Hershey Felder as Claude Debussy in A PARIS LOVE STORY; and Hershey Felder: 
Beethoven. 
 
In the spring, TheatreWorks will present the Regional Premiere of Eboni Booth’s 2024 Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama winner Primary Trust (March 4-29, 2026). Kenneth lives a solitary life full of happy hour mai tais 
until unemployment unexpectedly upturns his world. Through the kindness of newfound friends, his 
eyes are opened to the vibrant community of his small suburban town. This gently powerful and 
humorous new play examines loneliness, friendship, and the thrill of new beginnings. Primary Trust 
made its World Premiere Off-Broadway in a production by Roundabout Theatre Company. The New 
York Times gave it a Critic’s Pick, deeming it “A tender, delicately detailed portrait.” Daily Beast 
proclaimed it was “pretty darn near to a perfect play.” The Observer said, “It will restore your faith in 
theatre’s elemental storytelling powers.” Los Angeles Times called it “a quirky, quietly reflective work 
that’s as tenderhearted as it is spryly comic and as poignant as it is ultimately uplifting.” Jeffrey Lo will 
direct the TheatreWorks production. 
 
The season concludes with the return of TheatreWorks Founder/Artistic Director Emeritus Robert 
Kelley to helm Irene Sankoff and David Hein’s award-winning musical sensation Come From Away 
(April 15 – May 10, 2026). Sankoff and Hein’s history with TheatreWorks includes readings of My 
Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding in its 2017 New Works Festival, as well as upcoming readings 
of their latest work in the company’s 2025 New Works Festival. Come From Away tells the remarkable 
true story of the small town in Newfoundland that welcomed 7,000 passengers from all over the world 
as flights were diverted during the aftermath of September 11, 2001. Cultures clashed and tensions 
mounted, but the citizens of Gander opened their doors to these stranded strangers and forged 
enduring friendships. Featuring an infectious score, this heartwarming musical is a celebration of the 
best aspects of human nature. Come From Away debuted at La Jolla Playhouse and Seattle Repertory 
Theatre. It performed more than 1,600 performances on Broadway, where it was nominated for seven 
Tony Awards, winning for Best Direction of a Musical, as well as winning the Drama Desk Award for 
Outstanding Musical. In the West End, it won the Olivier Award for Best New Musical and Outstanding 
Achievement in Music. It has since been seen across the world and a filmed version of the musical is 
currently streaming on Apple TV+. The Globe and Mail called it a “Gem of a musical. A celebration of 
humanity.” The New York Times gave Come From Away a Critic’s Pick and called it a “Big bearhug of a 
musical. Even the most stalwart cynics may have trouble staying dry-eyed during this portrait of heroic 
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hospitality under extraordinary pressure.” TimeOut called it “a swelling heart of a musical,” while The 
Guardian called it “Hugely entertaining. An ode to kindness and the power of community.” 
 
In chronological order, the TheatreWorks Silicon Valley 2025/26 season is as follows: 
 

Louisa May Alcott’s 
Little Women 

By Lauren Gunderson 
Directed by Giovanna Sardelli 

World Premiere 
September 24 – October 12, 2025 (opening night: Saturday, September 27) 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS - MAINSTAGE 
 
Pragmatic Meg. Fiery Amy. Sweet Beth. And ambitious, complicated, beloved Jo. The four March sisters 
have been cherished for generations. In this new adaptation, Lauren Gunderson breathes new life into 
the story of the March sisters in 19th century New England, exploring their relationships with each 
other, and the ways they rise through hardships and celebrate good times together. This classic family 
story stands the test of time—a jewel of a show that will be beloved by all ages. 
 
Lauren Gunderson (Playwright) is a nationally acclaimed playwright, screenwriter, and short story author. She has long 
been associated with TheatreWorks, who co-commissioned her adaptation of Louisa May Alcott’s The Little Women.  
According to American Theatre, she has been one of the most produced playwrights in America since 2015, topping the list 
thrice. She is a two-time winner of the Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award for I and You and The Book of Will, the winner of 
the Lanford Wilson Award, the winner of the Otis Guernsey New Voices Award, a finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn 
Prize and John Gassner Award for Playwriting, and a recipient of the Mellon Foundation’s Residency with Marin Theatre. 
Her play The Catastrophist about her husband virologist Nathan Wolfe premiered digitally in January 2021. She co-authored 
the Christmas at Pemberley plays (Miss Bennet, The Wickhams, and Georgiana and Kitty) with Margot Melcon, and The 
Half-Life of Marie Curie premiered Off-Broadway and at Audible. Other plays include Silent Sky (TheatreWorks), The 
Revolutionists, Peter Pan and Wendy, Ada and the Engine, Artemisia, Bauer, and Emilie: La Marquise du Châtelet Defends 
Her Life Tonight. Gunderson is the book writer for musicals Jeannette, The Time Traveler’s Wife, Sinister, Justice, Earthrise, 
and Built for This. She is a board member of The Playwrights Foundation. 
Giovanna Sardelli (Director) is TheatreWorks’ artistic director. Her many directing credits at TheatreWorks include the 
upcoming 5 & Dime (World Premiere), Mrs. Christie (West Coast Premiere), A Distinct Society (World Premiere), Nan and 
the Lower Body (World Premiere), They Promised Her the Moon, Rajiv Joseph’s King James, Archduke, The Lake Effect 
(World Premiere), and The North Pool (World Premiere), FINKS, Somewhere by Matthew Lopez, and many more. She has 
directed World Premieres around the country of plays by Rajiv Joseph, Theresa Rebeck, Lynn Rosen, Joe Gilford, Jeff 
Augustine, Lauren Yee, Zayd Dohrn, Melissa Ross, Lila Rose Kaplan, Matthew Lopez, and Zoe Kazan, among others. Sardelli 
directed “Marvel’s Squirrel Girl: The Unbeatable Radio Show!,” a podcast series by Marvel Entertainment and Sirius XM. 
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A Driving Beat 
By Jordan Ramirez Puckett 

Directed by Jeffrey Lo 
World Premiere 

October 29 – November 23, 2025 (opening night: November 1) 
MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS - SECONDSTAGE 

 
A mother with a history. An adopted son who wants one. Set to the teen’s hip-hop beat, their cross-
country road trip is a voyage of discovery, identity, understanding, and the depths of love. Can a white 
mom and a brown son find common ground in their uncommon pasts? Sometimes it’s the journey, not 
the destination. This hit from TheatreWorks’ 2024 New Works Festival arrives at the MVCPA 
SecondStage bringing all of its beauty, poetry, and heart to TW’s mainstage season. 
 
 
Called “a talent to watch” by Huffington Post, Jordan Ramirez Puckett (Playwright) is a Chicanx writer from the Bay Area, 
currently living in New York City. Their plays include Transitional Love Stories, Huelga, En Las Sombras, To Saints and Stars, 
A Driving Beat, Las Pajaritas, Restore, and Inevitable. These works have been produced and/or developed by TheatreWorks 
Silicon Valley, Goodman Theatre, Playwrights Realm, Flint Repertory Theatre, San Diego Repertory Theatre, and San 
Francisco Playhouse, among others. A Driving Beat was short-listed for the prestigious 2022 Yale Drama Series Prize. 
Ramirez Puckett is a 2024 graduate of the Lila Acheson Wallace American Playwrights Program at Juilliard School and a 
fellow of WP Theater’s Lab. 
Jeffrey Lo (Director) is a Filipino American playwright and director. He is the recipient of the Leigh Weimers Emerging Artist 
Award, the Emerging Artist Laureate by Arts Council Silicon Valley, and Theatre Bay Area Director's TITAN Award. His plays 
have been produced and workshopped at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, The BindleStiff Studio, 
City Lights Theater Company, and Custom Made Theatre Company. Directing credits include Happy Pleasant Valley: A Senior 
Sex Scandal Murder Mystery Musical, Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, Tiger Style!, Little Shop of Horrors, The 
Language Archive, and The Santaland Diaries at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley; The Glass Menagerie, Chinglish, Hold These 
Truths, and The Paper Dreams of Harry Chin at San Francisco Playhouse; Every Brilliant Thing and Red Bike at Center 
Repertory Company; Vietgone and The Great Leap at Capital Stage; Peter and the Starcatcher and Noises Off at Hillbarn 
Theatre; The Crucible, Yellow Face, and The Grapes of Wrath at Los Altos Stage Company; Uncle Vanya at the Pear Theatre 
(SFBATCC award for Best Production); and A Doll’s House, Part 2 and Eurydice at Palo Alto Players (TBA Awards finalist for 
Best Direction). Lo has also worked with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, San Jose Repertory Theatre, and is a company 
member of Ferocious Lotus Theatre Company and San Francisco PlayGround. In addition to his work in theatre he works as 
an educator and advocate for issues of equity, diversity, and inclusion and has served as a grant panelist for the Zellerbach 
Family Foundation, Silicon Valley Creates, and Theatre Bay Area. He is the Associate Producer of Casting & Literary 
Management at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley. 
 
 

Georgiana and Kitty: Christmas at Pemberley 
Written by Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon 

Directed by Giovanna Sardelli 
December 3-28, 2025 (opening night: December 6) 

LUCIE STERN THEATRE, PALO ALTO 
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Audiences can celebrate another holiday season with TheatreWorks with more from the “Christmas at 
Pemberley” series from Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon! Georgiana Darcy is an accomplished 
pianist but wary of romance. Kitty Bennet is a bright-eyed optimist and a perfect best friend. These two 
younger sisters are ready for their own adventures in life and love, starting with the arrival of an 
admirer and secret correspondent. Meddlesome families and outmoded expectations won’t stop these 
determined friends from forging their own way in a holiday tale filled with music, ambition, sisterhood, 
and forgiveness. 
 
Margot Melcon (Playwright) is an artist, arts administrator, and writer who co-wrote the Christmas at Pemberley trilogy 
(Miss Bennet, The Wickhams, and Georgiana and Kitty) with Lauren Gunderson. She was the director of new play 
development at Marin Theatre for seven years, where she dramaturged over 30 productions—including six world 
premieres—and administered the company’s two annual new play prizes and commissioning program. She has developed 
plays with TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, Bay Area Playwrights Festival, Crowded Fire Theater, Shotgun Players, Berkeley 
Repertory Theatre’s Ground Floor, The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, The New Harmony Project, and The 
Playwrights' Center in Minneapolis. She is a member of TheatreWorks’ Susan Fairbrook Core Writers Group and is currently 
the Program Officer for Arts & Culture at the Zellerbach Family Foundation.   

 

Hershey Felder: 
The Piano and Me 

Book by Hershey Felder 
Featuring Music by Richard Wagner, Felix Mendelssohn, and more 

World Premiere 
January 17 – February 8, 2026 (opening night: January 17) 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS - MAINSTAGE 
 
Set in Hershey Felder’s mind, The Piano and Me is the secret story behind everything the audience has 
ever seen from Felder. Featuring some of the greatest and most popular music ever composed for the 
piano, this story tells the truth behind the aches, the pains, the fear, and the elation of the person who 
has given more than six thousand piano performances—one of the most prolific concert pianists in the 
world. 
 
Hershey Felder: American Theatre has said, “Hershey Felder is in a category all his own.” Felder has given performances of 
his self-created solo productions at some of the world’s most prestigious theatres. His shows include George Gershwin 
Alone (Broadway’s Helen Hayes Theatre, West End’s Duchess Theatre); Hershey Felder Jonathan Silvestri Rachmaninoff and 
the Tsar; Monsieur Chopin; Beethoven; Maestro (Leonard Bernstein); Franz Liszt in Musik, Lincoln: An American Story; 
Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin; Our Great Tchaikovsky; and A Paris Love Story. His compositions and recordings 
include Aliyah, Concerto for Piano and Orchestra; Fairytale, a musical; Les Anges de Paris, Suite for Violin and Piano; Song 
Settings; Saltimbanques for Piano and Orchestra; Etudes Thematiques for Piano; and An American Story for Actor and 
Orchestra. Felder is the adaptor, director, and designer for the internationally performed play-with-music The Pianist of 
Willesden Lane with Steinway artist Mona Golabek; producer and designer for the musical Louis and Keely: ‘Live’ at the 
Sahara, directed by Taylor Hackford; and writer and director for Flying Solo, featuring opera legend Nathan Gunn. Felder’s 
appearances at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley have smashed box office records, including Hershey Felder as George Gershwin 
Alone, Hershey Felder: Chopin in Paris, the regional premieres of Rachmaninoff and the Tsar, Our Great Tchaikovsky, and 
Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin, and the World Premieres of Hershey Felder as Claude Debussy in A PARIS LOVE STORY and 
Hershey Felder: Beethoven.  
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Primary Trust 
By Eboni Booth 

Directed by Jeffrey Lo 
Regional Premiere 

March 4-29, 2026 (opening night: March 7) 
LUCIE STERN THEATRE, PALO ALTO 

 
Kenneth, a 38-year-old bookstore clerk, finds refuge sipping mai tais at the local tiki bar. However, 
when the harsh wake-up call of unemployment jolts him from his comfort zone, Kenneth is thrust into 
an unpredictable realm filled with the challenges he has long evaded. With the unexpected kindness of 
those he meets along his journey, he begins to shatter the barriers of his solitude, awakening to the 
vibrant world around him for the very first time. A tender, insightful, and humorous narrative.  
 
Eboni Booth (Playwright) is a writer and actor from New York City. Her plays include Primary Trust (Roundabout Theatre, 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama, Outer Critics Circle Award) and Paris (Atlantic Theater). For television, she has written for Hulu’s 
“We Were the Lucky Ones” and Max’s “Julia.” As an actor, Booth has appeared in productions at Playwrights Horizons, 
Lincoln Center Theater’s LCT3, Manhattan Theatre Club, Ars Nova, WP Theater, Page 73 Productions, Soho Repertory 
Theatre, Clubbed Thumb, and more. Booth is a resident playwright at New Dramatists and the recipient of a Dramatists 
Guild Horton Foote Award, a Steinberg Playwright Award, a Helen Merrill Award for Playwriting, and a John Gassner Award. 
She is a graduate of Juilliard’s playwriting program and the University of Vermont. 
 
 

Come From Away 

Book, Music, and Lyrics by Irene Sankoff and David Hein  
Directed by Robert Kelley 

April 15 – May 10, 2026 (opening night: April 18) 
MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS - MAINSTAGE 

 
On September 11, 2001, the world changed forever. This The New York Times Critic’s Pick takes 
audiences into the heart of the remarkable true story of 7,000 stranded passengers and the small town 
in Newfoundland that welcomed them. Cultures clashed and nerves ran high, but uneasiness turned 
into trust, music soared into the night, and gratitude grew into enduring friendships. TheatreWorks is 
proud to bring this Olivier Award-winning musical from TheatreWorks New Works Festival alumni Irene 
Sankoff and David Hein to Mountain View, helmed by TheatreWorks Founder/Artistic Director 
Emeritus Robert Kelley. 
 
Irene Sankoff and David Hein (Book, Music, and Lyrics) are the Olivier-award winning, Tony and Grammy nominated, 
Canadian writing team behind the worldwide award-winning hit Musical Come From Away, currently playing to over 100 
countries on Apple TV+, and around the world. Their first show, My Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding, based on 
Hein’s mother’s true story, has won Best Musical awards across North America, with Sankoff and Hein performing in many 
productions. Together, they have written for Disney, Netflix, Warner Bros., HBO, and the CW as well as Marvel Comics and 
the Canadian government. They are the recipients of the Four Freedoms Good Neighbor Award and the Meritorious Service 
Cross of Canada which recognizes Canadians’ exceptional accomplishments. 
Robert Kelley (Director) is TheatreWorks’ Founder. In 2020, Kelley retired from his post as Founding Artistic Director, where 
he had served as artistic head of the company since its inception in 1970. During his 50 seasons at the helm of the Tony 
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recipient regional theatre, he directed more than 175 TheatreWorks productions, including many World and Regional 
premieres. In 2024 he co-created and helmed TheatreWorks’ World Premiere tribute to Stephen Sondheim, Being Alive: A 
Sondheim Celebration. In 2003 Kelley was honored with the SFBATCC Paine Knickerbocker Award for Lifetime Achievement, 
in 2016 was awarded the Jerry Friedman Lifetime Achievement Award from the SFBATCC, and in 2019 he received a TBA 
Legacy Award. Kelley received a TBA Award for his direction of Daddy Long Legs and SFBATCC Awards for Outstanding 
Direction for his productions of Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, Into the Woods, Pacific Overtures, Rags, Sweeney Todd, 
Another Midsummer Night, Sunday in the Park with George, and Caroline, or Change. 
 
Led by Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli, the Silicon Valley-based theatre company has captured a 
national reputation for artistic innovation and integrity, often presenting theatregoers with their first 
look at acclaimed musicals, comedies, and dramas, directed by award-winning local and guest 
directors, and performed by professional actors cast locally and from across the country. In June 2019, 
under the leadership of Founding Artistic Director Robert Kelley, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley received 
the Regional Theatre Tony Award, the highest honor bestowed on an American theatre not on 
Broadway. The following year, Kelley retired after 50 years at the helm of the theatre he founded, 
ending what is believed to be the longest tenure of an artistic director at a League of Resident Theatres 
(LORT) theatre.  
 
Since its founding in 1970, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley has become one of the nation’s leaders in 
cultivating and producing new musicals and plays, developing and premiering 74 works by new and 
veteran artists and 175 Regional Premieres. The company’s New Works Festival and Writers’ Retreat 
programs attract authors and composers of national stature (Rajiv Joseph, Stephen Schwartz, Colman 
Domingo, Beth Henley, Paul Gordon, Marsha Norman, Henry Krieger, Duncan Sheik, Jules Feiffer, Joe 
DiPietro, and Andrew Lippa, among many others), providing an artistic home in which America’s 
theatre artists can create new works. In addition, the company has developed scores of works which 
have gone on to both regional and Off-Broadway productions. Stephen Schwartz’s musical The Prince 
of Egypt, based on the DreamWorks movie of the same name, also made its World Premiere at 
TheatreWorks and debuted in London’s West End in 2020. The 2010 Best Musical Tony Award winner 
Memphis was first workshopped and received its World Premiere at TheatreWorks.  
 
For more information the public can visit TheatreWorks.org. Subscriptions ($95-512) are now available 
and single tickets will be available in the coming months. 
 
Sponsors for TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s 2025/26 Season include J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines. Media 
sponsor for TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s 2025/26 season is San Francisco Chronicle. 
 
 
PERFORMANCES: Tues 7:30pm, Wed. 2:00pm & 7:30pm, Thu 7:30pm,  

Fri 8:00pm, Sat 2:00pm & 8:00pm, Sun 2:00pm & 7:00pm 
 

WHERE: TheatreWorks at Lucie Stern Theatre 
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1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 
 
TheatreWorks at Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts (MainStage & 
SecondStage) 
500 Castro St., Mountain View 
 

 
TICKETS: For information the public can visit TheatreWorks.org. Subscriptions are now 

available and single tickets will be available in the coming months. 
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