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COMPOSER MASON BATES
COLLABORATES WITH EPACENTER
TO SUPPORT COMMUNITY YOUTH
PROGRAMS

The gala event will feature an immersive live light show performance by
Grammy Award-winning composer/musician Mason Bates.

EAST PALO ALTO, CA (21 May 2025) — EPACENTER, the East Palo Alto creative youth
development center, is teaming up with Grammy Award-winning composer and DJ Mason
Bates for EPACENTER: Illuminated!, a one-of-a-kind benefit celebration uplifting the next
generation of artists and changemakers. EPACENTER: Illuminated! will include a performance
by Bates as he is set to lead a dynamic group of live musicians in a one-of-a-kind multimedia
concert, blending classical and electronic music in a cutting-edge performance, all to benefit the
stunning youth creativity facility, EPACENTER. Bates, known for his Grammy-winning opera
The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs, is preparing for the world premiere of his next opera, The
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, at New York’s The Metropolitan Opera in the fall. This
unforgettable evening of art, community, and impact highlights the creativity, voice, and
brilliance of East Palo Alto and San Mateo County youth, offering an inspiring night to support
EPACENTER’s free, year-round creative youth development programs for young artists ages six
to 25. EPACENTER: lHluminated! will take place 5:30pm, Friday, May 30, 2025, at
EPACENTER’s award-winning creative youth development facility in East Palo Alto. For more
information and to purchase a table (starting at $15,000), the public can visit
epacenter.org/event/2025epacenter-illuminated.

At EPACENTER: Hluminated!, guests will experience live performances, an immersive art
exhibition, hands-on artmaking, and an art auction showcasing the talent and vision of young
artists. Throughout the evening, attendees will enjoy curated food and drinks from local chefs
while exploring interactive displays of EPACENTER’s groundbreaking work in visual arts,
design, performance, and music.

“Whether through a camera lens, a canvas, a stage, or a soundboard, EPACENTER empowers
youth to express themselves, develop their talents, and shape their communities through the
arts,” said EPACENTER Executive Director Nadine Rambeau. “We are grateful to Bay Area
artists and leaders, like Mason Bates and others, who have dedicated their time and talent to help
shape the future of artists here in the Bay Area. EPACENTER: Illuminated! not only showcases
our youth and their extreme talents but financially supports our San Mateo County young people
to continue to grow and learn as artists.”


https://epacenter.org/event/2025epacenter-illuminated/

ABOUT EPACENTER

EPACENTER (pronounced epi-center) is a creative youth development center in East Palo Alto
that amplifies the creative potential in every young person. It harnesses the power of art, design,
technology, and culture to accelerate creative youth development outcomes for vulnerable youth
throughout San Mateo County. EPACENTER offers free programming along four
developmental pathways including: arts education classes that help students develop 21st century
skills such as creativity, teamwork, and perseverance; job training and workforce development
programs in creative fields that close gaps in skills; art production programs for students to
create high-quality works of art for sale, as well as community art projects and youth-produced
events for public enjoyment; and ongoing support to help youth develop the socio-emotional
skills needed to thrive, through engagement with the center’s programs. EPACENTER’s age-
differentiated programs are led by professional artists, designers, technicians, and therapists with
programs that take place during the school day, after-school, and during the summer.
EPACENTER envisions a future where all young people in and of East Palo Alto and greater
San Mateo County will have the opportunity to become creative innovators and enjoy economic
and social success in their communities.

EPACENTER’s state-of-the-art facility was driven by a community-based outreach effort, filling
a much-needed gap in East Palo Alto to give local youth access to free quality arts instruction.
Funded by the John & Marcia Goldman Foundation, the 25,000 square foot facility provides
local youth with a space they asked for specifically: a safe learning environment where they can
access a multitude of exciting opportunities to develop their creativity and learn job skills.

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS:

WHAT: EPACENTER, the East Palo Alto creative youth development center, is teaming
up with Grammy Award-winning composer and DJ Mason Bates for
EPACENTER: Illuminated!, a one-of-a-kind benefit celebration uplifting the
next generation of artists and changemakers. EPACENTER: lHluminated! will
include a performance by Bates as he is set to lead a dynamic group of live
musicians in a one-of-a-kind multimedia concert, blending classical and electronic
music in a cutting-edge performance, all to benefit the stunning youth creativity
facility, EPACENTER. Bates, known for his Grammy-winning opera The
(R)evolution of Steve Jobs, is preparing for the world premiere of his next opera,
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, at New York’s The Metropolitan
Opera in the fall. This unforgettable evening of art, community, and impact
highlights the creativity, voice, and brilliance of East Palo Alto and San Mateo
County youth, offering an inspiring night to support EPACENTER’s free, year-
round creative youth development programs for young artists ages nine to 25.

WHEN: 5:30pm, Friday, May 30, 2025
WHERE: EPACENTER, 1950 Bay Road, East Palo Alto, CA

TICKETS: Tables of 10: $15,000, $25,000 and $50,000
To purchase tickets, the public may visit epacenter.org/event/2025epacenter-
illuminated/
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PRESS: Contact Raymond Harris, CBCO Public Relations & Marketing
707-789-5274 | raymond@ch-pr.com

PHOTOS: Media may download high-res photos at:
https://cbpr.co/press/epacenter illuminated2025/
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