
 

 
   
 

      

 
IAMA THEATRE COMPANY UNVEILS 18TH SEASON,  

INCLUDES WORLD PREMIERE, WORKSHOP PRODUCTIONS  
Coming-of-age season kicks off with annual New Works Festival in October 2025, 

concludes June 2026 with workshop production 
  

LOS ANGELES, CA (9 July 2025) — IAMA Theatre Company, committed to cultivating new 

voices and creating boundary-pushing new work, announces its 2025-2026 season, which 

includes its 8th annual New Works Festival, a world premiere production, and two original 

workshop productions, introducing bold new works into the American theatre canon. All 

performances (October 9, 2025 – June 15, 2026) will be staged at Atwater Village Theatre, 

3269 Casitas Ave, Los Angeles. The IAMA Insider Pass is currently on sale ($90, fees included), 

with single tickets available in the coming months at iamatheatre.com.  

 

“As we enter our 18th season, I’ve been asking myself how a ‘little theatre company that does 

big things’ finds itself on the verge of adulthood. What began as a group of young theatremakers 

chasing our passion and determined to tell contemporary stories has evolved into a thriving 

community of artists who continue to challenge the status quo and touch the lives of our 

audience members,” said IAMA Theatre Company Artistic Director and Co-Founder Stefanie 

Black. “This season is a coming-of-age valentine – a sweaty, tear-streaked, laughter-filled love 

letter about desire, vulnerability, and the maddening joy of humans trying to figure each other 

out.” 

 

“We’ve built a reputation for groundbreaking storytelling and intimate visceral theatre – the kind 

of work that gets under your skin in the best way. This year, we're leaning all the way in as our 

little theatre company doing big things grows up,” added IAMA Theatre Company Executive 

Director Cara Greene Epstein. “For our 2025-2026 season, we’re embracing coming of age by 

focusing on sex, love, and connection, that intersection of desires where things get messy, 

meaningful, and very, very human.” 

The 2025-2026 IAMA Theatre Company season will kick off with its 8th annual New Works 



 
   
 

Festival, October 9-13, 2025. IAMA’s New Works Festival offers audiences an exciting first 

look at future hits while giving playwrights the chance to experience public reception of their 

work for the first time. Since 2018, the Festival has been the starting point for new plays, which 

often progress to world premiere productions at IAMA, as well as on other stages nationwide.  

 

Next up, following the success of last season’s sold-out workshop productions, audiences will 

experience and be part of the developmental process of Esther Perel Ruined My Life, the first 

workshop production of the IAMA season, playing December 6-15, 2025. Written by Mathilde 

Dratwa and directed by Ojai Playwrights Conference Producing Artistic Director Jeremy B. 

Cohen, Esther Perel Ruined My Life offers a sharp, sexy, and darkly funny exploration of 

marriage, motherhood, and the messy pursuit of desire. The play follows a couple making the 

decision to open their relationship and their lives, and finds their identities begin to unravel in 

unexpected and explosive ways.  

 

In 2026, IAMA continues its commitment to collaboration with Los Angeles theatres with the 

world premiere of Foursome, February 13 – March 23, 2026. The play is produced in 

association with Celebration Theatre, Southern California’s oldest LGBTQIA+ theatre company. 

An exciting and hilarious new work about queer love and chosen family written by IAMA 

Ensemble Member Matthew Scott Montgomery and directed by IAMA Director of the 

Ensemble Tom DeTrinis, Foursome is very modern romantic comedy that finds two couples, all 

the best of friends, exploring and blurring the lines between sex, love, and friendship on a fateful 

New Year's Eve.  

 

The season concludes with a workshop production of …but you could’ve held my hand, 

presented June 4-15, 2026. Written by JuCoby Johnson and directed by H. Adam Harris, 

…but you could’ve held my hand is a tender, time-hopping portrait of four Black friends 

growing up, growing apart, and growing into themselves. Through love, queerness, and friends-

turned-family, the play captures the beauty and heartbreak of evolving relationships across a 

lifetime. 

 

In chronological order, the IAMA Theatre Company’s 2025-2026 season is as follows: 
 



 
   
 

New Works Festival 
October 9-13, 2025 

IAMA’s New Works Festival gives audiences an early look at future hits and allows playwrights 
to experience public reaction to their work for the first time. Since 2018, IAMA’s New Works 
Festival has emerged as IAMA’s leading development and community engagement program, 
providing the first step in curating new plays of artistic excellence to be considered for future 
productions. The Festival invites the local community into the creative process and welcomes 
social gatherings and discussions following each play presentation. Audiences are invited to 
spark important dialogue, connection, and creative exchange, both on and off the stage. New 
works developed during the Festival have gone on to full, world premiere productions not only at 
IAMA, but at theatres across the country. 
 
 

Esther Perel Ruined My Life 
By Mathilde Dratwa 

Directed by Jeremy B. Cohen 
Workshop Production 
December 6-15, 2025  

 
Esther Perel Ruined My Life is a biting, tender, and tragically modern play that strips away the 
glossy veneer of marriage, monogamy, and motherhood. When Andrea and Aaron decide to open 
their marriage, nudged by the provocative gospel of celebrity sex and intimacy expert Esther 
Perel, they hope to reignite desire. But what begins as an erotic experiment quickly spirals into a 
deeper and messier unraveling. Andrea, alienated from her own body after childbirth, and Aaron, 
chasing pleasure beyond their shared bed, find themselves reckoning with the widening gap 
between being loved and being desired. Enter Ty: charming, uninhibited, and 27 years old. His 
arrival explodes the illusion of control, forcing the couple to confront trust, autonomy, and the 
stories told to feel whole. Fierce, funny, and sex-soaked, this dramedy dives into the 
complications of growing up, aging out, and turning on – in more ways than one. A sharp and 
reflective look at what happens after "happily ever after." 

 
Mathilde Dratwa (Playwright) is a Belgian playwright and screenwriter based in Brooklyn, New York. Her plays 
include Dirty Laundry (WP Theater, Audible, Henley Rose Award, Kernodle Award), Milk & Gall (Theatre503, 
London), and A Play about David Mamet Writing a Play about Harvey Weinstein. Her work has been developed and 
presented by The Ground Floor at Berkeley Rep, the Ojai Playwrights Conference, Roundabout Theatre Company, 
Rattlestick, Berkshire Theatre Group, American Players Theatre, LAByrinth Theater Company, Cape Cod Theatre 
Project, and the Young Vic. Dratwa is an inaugural Powers playwriting fellow at The Old Globe, an affiliated writer 
at the Playwrights’ Center, and has been a member of the Orchard Project’s Greenhouse, a Dramatists Guild 
Foundation Fellow, and a participant in NYFA’s Immigrant Artist Program. She also writes for film and television, 
with projects developed by Netflix, FX, Chernin Entertainment, LuckyChap, Endeavor, Dirty Films, Red Wagon, 
Condé Nast, Picture Start, Sony/TriStar, and Wiip. 
 
Jeremy B. Cohen (Director) is a nationally renowned director, playwright and leader in the field of theatre and is 
the producing artistic director of Ojai Playwrights Conference. He served for 14 years as producing artistic director 
at Playwrights’ Center in Minneapolis (2010-2024). Previously, he was the associate artistic director/director of 
New Work at Hartford Stage (2003-2010), where he also directed several premieres. As founding artistic director of 
Naked Eye Theatre Company in Chicago, Cohen developed/directed more than 15 plays, including several 



 
   
 

premieres. Other regional/New York City directing credits include productions at Actors Theatre of Louisville, 
Alley Theatre, Alliance, Baltimore Center Stage, Dorset Theatre, The Duke on 42nd Street, George Street 
Playhouse, Goodman, Kansas City Rep, McCarter, Mixed Blood, New Victory, Olney Theatre, Open Fist, Repertory 
Theatre of St. Louis, Royal George, Steppenwolf Theatre, Theater J, Theater Latté Da, Victory Gardens and 
Workhaus Collective; workshops at O’Neill Playwrights’ Conference, New York Stage and Film, Pasadena 
Playhouse, Denver Center, Portland Center Stage, A.C.T./New Strands, New Harmony, Bay Area Playwrights 
Festival, and Woolly Mammoth. He has received numerous directing awards, an NEA/TCG Directors Fellowship, 
and a commission on a co-written play (with Dipika Guha) for Malicious Animal Magnetism at A.C.T./Z Space in 
San Francisco. His Off-Broadway production (at The Duke on 42nd Street) of singer/songwriter Jonatha Brooke's 
My Mother Has 4 Noses recently finished touring the U.S., and he's currently developing the musical adaptation of 
the award-winning documentary “The Gospel of Eureka” with Mfoniso Udofia and Emily Saliers (of Indigo Girls). 
 
 

Foursome 
World Premiere Production 

Produced in association with Celebration Theatre 
By Matthew Scott Montgomery* 

Directed by Tom DeTrinis* 
February 13 – March 23, 2026 (opening night: February 19, 2026)  

*denotes IAMA Theatre Company Ensemble Member 
 

A fan favorite from IAMA’s 7th Annual New Works Festival, this razor-sharp, riotously funny, 
and fearlessly sexy new play explores queer love, and the many forms commitment can take. 
Four friends gather for a weekend getaway, armed with champagne, secrets, and enough 
emotional baggage to fill the trunk twice over. As pop anthems echo through the cabin, what 
begins as a warm, wine-drenched reunion becomes a powder keg of desire, miscommunication, 
history, unexpected revelations, and more. Witty, queer, sexy, and emotionally loaded, 
Foursome is a millennial romantic comedy turned inside out: part slumber party with therapy 
sessions included and part dance party breakdown with a few surprises along the way. 
 
Matthew Scott Montgomery (Playwright) is an award-winning stage and screen actor and writer living in West 
Hollywood. His theatre credits include Stage Kiss at Geffen Playhouse, Del Shores’ YELLOW (Los Angeles Drama 
Critics Circle Award recipient for Best Actor) at The Coast Playhouse, multiple jukebox musicals at The Bourbon 
Room and Rockwell Table & Stage such as I Know What You Did Last Summer: The Musical, A Walk to 
Remember: The Musical, The OC Musical, BROLESQUE, and CLUE: The Musical. Most recently Montgomery has 
been on the UCB Stage in ASSSSKETCH and Starpunch. He has also written and starred in the play Dead Boys 
(West Hollywood One City One Pride Excellence in LGBT Theatre winner) at The Blank Theatre and Celebration 
Theatre and Montgomery can be seen onscreen in Del Shores’ “Southern Baptist Sissies” opposite Leslie Jordan, 
“Jane the Virgin,” “White Famous,” “Sonny With a Chance,” “So Random!,” “Shake it Up!,” “Austin & Ally,” 
“SMOSH,” “Unidentified with Demi Lovato,” and in the TikTok viral series “The Real Real Friends of WeHo.” 
This year, his short film “Don't Turn Off the Ghost Light” has won multiple awards in the festival circuit, which 
marked a reuniting of he and his Disney Channel co-star Allisyn Snyder (“Sonny With a Chance”). The two co-
directed the film with Montgomery writing and starring. His first feature “Howdy, Neighbor!” is in post-production, 
directed by Snyder and starring Montgomery, Debby Ryan, and Alyson Stoner.  
  
Tom DeTrinis (Director) has directed Happy Birthday Doug by Drew Droege (Off-Broadway), Psycho Beach Party 
(L.A.), The Past, A Present Yet To Come by Matt Schatz (InHouse Theatre LA), Ravenswood Manor by Justin Sayre 
(Celebration Theatre), Pancakes From the Edge by Sam Pancake (L.A./Palm Springs), Samboyant by Sam Pancake 
(L.A.), No But I'm Definitely... by Michael Feldman (L.A./NY), Total Trash Live by Pete Zias (L.A.). As a theatre 
performer, he has performed in Lottie Plachett Took a Hachett (LGBT Center/Ed Fringe Assembly), The 39 Steps 
(Drury Lane Theatre), Found (IAMA Theatre Company), I HATE NEW YORK (IAMA Theatre Company/Ed Fringe 
- Assembly), Die, Mommie, Die! (Center Theatre Group/Celebration Theatre), The Santaland Diaries (Virginia 



 
   
 

Stage Company), 30 Minute Musicals (16+ titles), Bright Colors and Bold Patterns (Off-Broadway). DeTrinis’ 
television and film credits include “Grey's Anatomy,” “That 90's Show,” “Rutherford Falls,” “90210,” 
“Community,” “Squirrel” (NHFF Best Narrative Feature), “Pretty Problems” (SXSW - Audience Award), “12 Hour 
Shift,” “Wedding Dance,” and “Adjust-a-Dream” Online, he can be seen in the series “Finding the Asshole” (co-
creator/producer/actor - Official Selection of Slamdance 2019), “Edgar Allen Poe's Murder Mystery Party,” “Fig,” 
and “Ford, Headless.”   
 
 

…but you could’ve held my hand 
By JuCoby Johnson 

Directed by H. Adam Harris 
Workshop Production 

June 4-15, 2026  
 

From a stolen slice of wedding cake at age 10 to the complexities of adulthood, four Black 
friends navigate the joyful and jagged evolution of their relationships. Told with heart, humor, 
and a hint of magic, this decade-spanning story highlights the ups and downs of life, falling in 
and out of love, and everything in between. …but you could’ve held my hand is a non-linear 
swirl of past and present, pulsing with 90s R&B, prom night confessions, awkward first kisses, 
and more. This bold and theatrical celebration is a tender, poetic exploration of identity, 
connection, and the spaces people carve out for one another.  
 
JuCoby Johnson (Playwright) is a New York-based playwright, actor, and screenwriter originally from 
Jacksonville, FL. Johnson is a first-year playwright in the Juilliard School’s Lila Acheson Wallace American 
Playwrights Program. He has been seen onstage at The Guthrie Theater, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Jungle 
Theater, Theater Latté Da, Theater Mu, Ten Thousand Things, and more. His plays include How It's Gon Be (The 
Echo Theater Company, 2023; Underdog Theatre, 2019), ...but you could've held my hand (The Contemporary 
Theatre of Ohio, 2022; O'Neill National Playwrights Conference summer season, 2022), 5 (Jungle Theater, 2023; 
O'Neill National Playwrights Conference summer season, 2022; Seven Devils Finalist), Heritage (International 
Black Theater Festival, 2024); The Red Man (2025 Ojai Playwright's Conference, 2025 Pacific Playwrights Festival, 
2025 O'Neill National Playwrights Conference Finalist, 2025 Seven Devils Finalist); Help! Help! Want. Want. Want. 
(2026 Norman Festival at Juilliard, 2025 Playwright's Center Playlabs Festival); I'll Be Seeing You Again (Jungle 
Serial Audio Series, 2021), and Revelations (Playing On Air, 2021). His television credits include “The 
Runarounds” (Amazon). He is the recipient of McKnight and Jerome Hill Artist Fellowships, was a member of the 
2022 Sony Pictures Television Diverse Writers Program, and a member of the inaugural Artist Cohort at the Jungle 
Theater.  
 
H. Adam Harris (Director) is a director focused on heart-driven, textually rich, and imaginative productions of both 
classics and new works. His directing credits include the world premieres of Heritage by JuCoby Johnson with NC 
Black Rep and 5 by JuCoby Johnson at the Jungle Theater. Other works include Tick Tick...Boom at Chance 
Theater; Snow White and The Incredible Book Eating Boy at South Coast Repertory (SCR); Romeo & Juliet at Great 
River Shakespeare Festival; Redwood at the Jungle Theater; and Luna Gale and How It’s Gon’ Be with Underdog 
Theatre. Harris has directed readings and development workshops with SCR’s Pacific Playwrights Festival, the 
National Playwrights Conference at the O’Neill Center, IAMA Theatre Company’s Emerging Writers and New 
Works Festivals, The Inge Festival, National Black Theater, Theater Mu, Theater Latté Da, and Chance Theater. He 
is the directing consultant and acting coach for the theatrical dance company SHAPESHIFT.  
 

ABOUT IAMA THEATRE COMPANY 
Founded in 2007, IAMA Theatre Company is a Los Angeles-based ensemble of artists 
committed to cultivating new voices, creating new works that push boundaries and take risks, 
and fostering an inclusive community that inspires a new generation of theatermakers and 
audiences. Designated by Playbill as “one of 20 regional houses every theater lover must know,” 



 
   
 

“an LA intimate theater gem” by KCRW, and a “creative force on the local theatre scene” by the 
Los Angeles Times, the award-winning company is dedicated to developing and producing new 
plays and musicals by emerging and established playwrights, including over 40 world, West 
Coast and Los Angeles premieres. Recent Broadway productions that first started at IAMA 
include Max Wolf Friedlich’s JOB and Leslye Headland’s Cult of Love. The backbone of the 
company, IAMA’s Ensemble Members have been featured in numerous critically acclaimed TV 
shows and films as well as a vast array of theatre and live performances on and off Broadway, 
across the country, and around the world. IAMA is invested in challenging audiences with 
authentic experiences that reflect the complex modern world. 
 

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

WHAT: IAMA Theatre Company, committed to cultivating new voices and creating 
boundary-pushing new work, announces its 2025-2026 season, which includes its 
8th annual New Works Festival, a world premiere production, and two original 
workshop productions, introducing bold new works into the American theatre 
canon.  
 
The 2025-2026 IAMA Theatre Company season will kick off with its 8th annual 
New Works Festival (October 9-13, 2025). IAMA’s New Works Festival offers 
audiences an exciting first look at future hits while giving playwrights the chance 
to experience public reception of their work for the first time. Since 2018, the 
Festival has been the starting point for new plays, which often progress to world 
premiere productions at IAMA, as well as on other stages nationwide.  

 
Next up, following the success of last season’s sold-out workshop productions, 
audiences will experience and be part of the developmental process of Esther 
Perel Ruined My Life, the first workshop production of the IAMA season, 
(December 6-15, 2025). Written by Mathilde Dratwa and directed by Ojai 
Playwrights Conference Producing Artistic Director Jeremy B. Cohen, Esther 
Perel Ruined My Life offers a sharp, sexy, and darkly funny exploration of 
marriage, motherhood, and the messy pursuit of desire. The play follows a couple 
making the decision to open their relationship and their lives, and finds their 
identities begin to unravel in unexpected and explosive ways.  

 
In 2026, IAMA continues its commitment to collaboration with Los Angeles 
theatres with the world premiere of Foursome (February 13 – March 23, 2026). 
The play is produced in association with Celebration Theatre, Southern 
California’s oldest LGBTQIA+ theatre company. An exciting and hilarious new 
work about queer love and chosen family written by IAMA Ensemble Member 
Matthew Scott Montgomery and directed by IAMA Director of the Ensemble 
Tom DeTrinis, Foursome is very modern romantic comedy that finds two 
couples, all the best of friends, exploring and blurring the lines between sex, love, 
and friendship on a fateful New Year's Eve.  

 
The season concludes with a workshop production of …but you could’ve held my 
hand (June 4-15, 2026). Written by JuCoby Johnson and directed by H. Adam 
Harris, …but you could’ve held my hand is a tender, time-hopping portrait of 



 
   
 

four Black friends growing up, growing apart, and growing into themselves. 
Through love, queerness, and friends-turned-family, the play captures the beauty 
and heartbreak of evolving relationships across a lifetime. 

 
WHEN:  October 9, 2025 – June 15, 2026 
 
SHOWS:  New Works Festival: October 9-13, 2025  

Esther Perel Ruined My Life: December 6-15, 2025   
Foursome: February 13 – March 23, 2026 (opening night: February 19)   
…but you could’ve held my hand: June 4-15, 2026 
 

WHERE:  Atwater Village Theatre, 3269 Casitas Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90039 
 
TICKETS: Subscriptions are currently on sale ($90, fees included) and single tickets will 

be available in the coming months. 
 

INFO: Information and tickets are available at iamatheatre.com       
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PHOTOS: Downloadable high-res photos are available here: 
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