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EPACENTER ANNOUNCES MISSION EXPANSION
TO SERVE GREATER COMMUNITY
OF ALL AGES

EAST PALO ALTO, CA (18 AUGUST 2025) — EPACENTER, the East Palo Alto creative
youth development center, has announced it is expanding its mission. The handsome arts center
which currently offers powerful arts-related job training opportunities and expressive arts
programs will continue focusing on the youth of East Palo Alto and beyond, but will now expand
to offer inclusive, high-quality education, experiences, and career pathways for people of all ages
and abilities through the arts.

Said Executive Director Nadine Rambeau, "Our community has been telling us they would like
access to amenities enjoyed by other neighboring cities, and we took that feedback seriously,
with our Board of Directors determining in May to explore how to expand our offerings to
additional constituents." Finalized and adopted this month by the organization's trustees, the
non-profit's mission now centers EPACENTER and the East Palo Alto community as a beacon of
creativity, where every generation has ready access to the arts, cultural pride is celebrated, and
artistic innovation fuels individual growth and economic opportunity.

In addition to continuing its robust program of arts education and training opportunities for kids,
teens, and early-career young adults, EPACENTER will be expanding its offerings to include
daytime classes for seniors, adults with developmental disabilities, and other underserved
community members of all ages. EPACENTER will also offer a regular series of free public
events that include family-friendly movie nights, live concerts, and Family Art days, inviting its
wider community to access, participate, and enjoy creative expression. Events will be listed in
the coming months on EPACENTER.org.

EPACENTER currently offers classes and workshops in a wide panoply of subjects ranging from
dance, music, fine arts, photography, filmmaking, cartooning, to graphic design, editing, mural
making and more, at low cost or free-of-charge, in its mission to provide quality arts instruction
and opportunities to its underserved community. East Palo Alto has traditionally seen a
significant gap in arts programming compared to its wealthier counterparts in Palo Alto, Menlo
Park, and other surrounding neighborhoods.

Some of the current expansion has been made possible by East Palo Alto City Council's recent
vote to grant funds to EPACENTER from the transient occupancy tax funds generated from hotel
revenue. Said East Palo Alto Community Services Manager Maurice Baker, "The partnerships
EPACENTER has put in place and their continued work with the city really puts them in a great
position to execute these events and we trust that they will make good use" of the funds granted.


https://epacenter.org/

Rambeau also notes: “In this time, when public funding for the arts is being reduced and even
eliminated, our organization will depend even more on these public funds as well as private
donors who support keeping the arts accessible to everyone. We are profoundly grateful to the
City of East Palo Alto, and all our donors, and invite others who would like to support this
initiative to reach out to us.” Additional information on how to donate can be found at
https://epacenter.org/support-our-work/

ABOUT EPACENTER

EPACENTER is a vibrant hub for creativity and cultural engagement in East Palo Alto, dedicated
to inspiring imagination and activating the creative potential of all who seek greater access to
artistic opportunities in San Mateo County. The center unites individuals of every age through
artistic expression, supports career pathways in creative fields, and celebrates the rich cultural
heritage of the community. EPACENTER presents a dynamic range of public programs,
including captivating live performances, thought-provoking exhibitions and installations,
stimulating lectures, curated film screenings, and spirited community events. Its comprehensive
array of classes in digital, visual, culinary, and performing arts offers abundant opportunities for
personal growth, skill development, and the discovery of lifelong passions and hidden talents.
Additionally, internship programs open doors to rewarding, high-wage careers within the
creative industries.

Designed as an inviting and accessible 25,000-square-foot space, the EPACENTER building is a
welcoming gathering spot where people of all abilities explore their talents, engage with
inspiring ideas, and flourish creatively. Through these offerings, EPACENTER enriches lives,
builds meaningful community connections, and amplifies the artistic potential within everyone.
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PHOTOS: Downloadable high-res photos are available here:
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