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THEATREWORKS SILICON VALLEY  

ANNOUNCES 56TH SEASON,  
INCLUDES TWO WORLD PREMIERES  

PLUS REGIONAL PREMIERES, NEW WORKS FESTIVAL, AND MORE  
 July 2026 through April 2027  

in Palo Alto, Mountain View, and Redwood City 
 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA (2 February 2026) — Before a packed audience of patrons and supporters this 
evening, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley announced its 56th season—a remarkable lineup of works to be 
presented July 2026 through April 2027. Unveiled at a public event held at the Mountain View Center 
for the Performing Arts, TheatreWorks Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli revealed the three plays, two 
musicals, and one play with music the company will present in its next season. She also revealed plans 
for this summer’s New Works Festival and more.  
 
Attendees cheered upon hearing the Tony Award Recipient theatre company’s 2026-27 season lineup 
will feature two World Premieres: one TheatreWorks commission seen in its New Works Festival and 
the other by actor/writer/pianist Hershey Felder. The season also includes the Northern California 
Premiere of an a cappella musical that was also a hit from its 2025 New Works Festival, the Regional 
Premiere of a freshly-reimagined Western tale about the fight for justice, a bone-chilling and wildly-
inventive gothic drama, and a beloved Broadway musical. Two of the season’s productions will be 
mounted at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts (MVCPA), three will be staged at Palo 
Alto’s Lucie Stern Theatre, and for the first time, one will be staged at Redwood City’s Fox Theatre. 
Subscriptions ($134-$539 inclusive of fees) are now available; single tickets will be available in the 
summer at TheatreWorks.org. 
 
“This season serves up a fabulous selection of works that we know audiences will love,” said 
TheatreWorks Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli. “These plays and musicals look at larger-than-life 
fables—stories that illuminate, inspire, and reflect our own experiences. I think we have collected 
works that speak to America’s current moment, celebrating the human spirit, and elevating the power 
of arts in connecting us.” 
 
TheatreWorks’ 56th season will kick off in the summer with the World Premiere of The Employee 
Dharma Handbook (July 8 - August 2, 2026) by Geetha Reddy (Safe House, Mahābhārata). A bold, 
funny, and enlightening new work, this scintillating premiere was a favorite at TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley’s 2025 New Works Festival and is recipient of TheatreWorks’ Kurjan/Butler Commission. Set at a 
Silicon Valley aerospace company, HR executive Val investigates a potential staffing issue amongst the 
lead engineers, suspecting sexism. She instead encounters simmering tensions of ancient origins 
amongst the company’s Indian immigrant employees, bubbling over and threatening to derail the 
company’s upcoming rocket launch.  
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TheatreWorks will present its 23rd Annual New Works Festival in summer 2026, offering Bay Area 
theatre fans a sneak peek at future theatre hits. Featuring readings of new plays and musicals, the 
Festival will take place August 7 - 16, 2026 at Palo Alto’s Lucie Stern Theatre. Festival passes ($90) are 
currently available as an add on to Season 56 subscriptions. Individual tickets and more information 
will be available at a later date at TheatreWorks.org. 
 
Just in time for Halloween, TheatreWorks will get into the spooky spirit with Dracula (October 7 - 
November 1, 2026), adapted by Steven Dietz. Based on Bram Stoker’s iconic vampire novel of the 
same name, this gothic thriller brings the seduction and suspense of one of literature’s most infamous 
undead to the stage in a production steeped in terrifying theatrical illusions and formidable frights. A 
strange Transylvanian count terrorizes a circle of friends, drawing them into a captivating world of 
intrigue, desire, and hidden power. Premiering at Arizona Theatre Company, this darkly elegant 
adaptation has played to critical acclaim across the country. BroadwayWorld proclaimed, “If you are 
looking for the perfect show to put you in the mood for the spooky season, look no further.” Chicago 
Theatre Review said, “Steven Dietz’s version of the vampire myth makes for some deliciously eerie 
entertainment.” TheatreWorks Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli sinks her teeth into the horror 
classic as the production’s director. 
 
For the holidays, TheatreWorks journeys to London for the Northern California Premiere of Alice, 
Formerly of Wonderland (December 2 - 27, 2026). Written by seven-time Emmy Award winning writer 
Mark Saltzman, this enchanted a cappella musical is inspired by a true story and imagines a secret 
romance between Alice Liddell and Prince Leopold, son of Queen Victoria. As a child, Liddell was Lewis 
Carroll’s inspiration for the girl who fell down the rabbit hole and as a result, achieved global fame. As 
an adult at Oxford, Alice wishes to escape her storybook reputation, but finds herself intrigued by the 
even more famous prince who has captivated the whole college campus. This musical favorite from 
TheatreWorks’ 2025 New Works Festival features a magical score mixing gorgeously rendered 
harmonies of period tunes with original songs. TheatreWorks Founder/Artistic Director Emeritus 
Robert Kelley returns to direct. 
 
TheatreWorks will ring in 2027 with the return of actor/pianist/writer Hershey Felder in the World 
Premiere of Love Notes: A Romantic Musical Triangle (January 12 - 31, 2027), directed by Trevor Hay. 
This new work explores the entangled romantic worlds of Johannes Brahms and Robert Schumann, 
connected by Schumann’s wife, composer and pianist Clara Schumann. Felder will play Brahms 
alongside Sally George as Clara Schumann and Jonathan Silvestri (seen in Hershey Felder: 
Rachmaninoff and the Tsar) as Robert Schumann in this story of passion, longing, and love that led to 
the some of the most beautiful music ever composed. Felder is currently dazzling audiences in his 
autobiographical World Premiere Hershey Felder: The Piano and Me, onstage through February 8, 
2026. Breaking many TheatreWorks box office records, Felder has long been a favorite of 
TheatreWorks audiences, who have flocked to his hit productions including Hershey Felder: 
Rachmaninoff and the Tsar; Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone; Hershey Felder: Chopin in Paris; 
Our Great Tchaikovsky; Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin; Hershey Felder as Claude Debussy in A PARIS 
LOVE STORY; and Hershey Felder: Beethoven. For this engagement, Felder will perform in Redwood 



THEATREWORKS 56th SEASON 
3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3-3 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MEDIA CONTACT: Lauren Goldfarb, CARLA BEFERA & CO. 

Email: Lauren@cb-pr.com 

City’s beautifully restored, 1929 art-deco style Fox Theatre, a new venue for the Tony Award recipient 
company.  
 
Said TheatreWorks Executive Director Phil Santora, “Adding Redwood City to the many communities 
where we have artistic homes expands our reach to theatre lovers from around the Bay. A truly 
breathtaking historic theatre, this beloved live performance venue—mere blocks from TheatreWorks’ 
headquarters—offers easy parking and is surrounded by restaurants and bars perfect for pre-show 
dining and post-show conversations. We know our audience will fall in love with the Fox just as we 
have.” 
 
In the spring, TheatreWorks will present the Regional Premiere of Karen Zacarías’ Shane (March 3 - 28, 
2027), directed by TheatreWorks Associate Producer of Casting & Literary Management Jeffrey Lo with 
Bay Area theatre veteran Aldo Billingslea in the titular role. Written by the playwright behind Native 
Gardens (TheatreWorks 2018), Destiny of Desire, Mariela in the Desert, The Sins of Sor Juana, and many 
more, Zacarías explores the mythology of the American Western, illuminating the frontier’s untold, 
real-life tapestry of Mexican, Black, and Indigenous communities in this vivid take on Jack Shaefer’s 
1949 cowboy novel of the same name. A mysterious gunslinger rides into Wyoming’s cattle country, 
finding kindness on a homesteader’s farm, then steps up to protect it from ruthless rival ranchers 
aiming to take their land. Teeming with adventure, standoffs, heartbreak, and heroism, this thrilling 
theatrical ride explores the pursuit of honor, justice, courage, and all things good in the world. 
Premiering at Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Shane has captured critical raves at Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, Guthrie Theater, and Dallas Theater Center, among other leading theatre 
companies. KLCC (NPR) called it “Highly original. Riveting. Unforgettable.” BroadwayWorld lauded it as 
“A gorgeous demonstration of the human experience.” Dallas Weekly said Shane “taps into something 
that connects us all. This is a classic Western told with a fresh perspective, and it leaves us walking out 
of the theater reminded of why we love these stories in the first place.” Dallas Voice said, “A stunning 
experience. This ain’t your grandpa’s Western—this was better.”  
 
The season concludes with Beautiful: The Carole King Musical (March 31 - April 25, 2027), the beloved 
Broadway musical biography of the life of legendary Grammy Award-winning singer/songwriter Carole 
King. This tuneful musical traces King’s remarkable life in music—leaving Brooklyn as a spunky teenage 
songwriter, finding love, writing songs for the biggest musical acts, and breaking free with her iconic 
solo album Tapestry. Featuring a book by Tony Award-nominated Douglas McGrath, it is packed to the 
brim with King’s soul-filled chart-toppers including “I Feel the Earth Move,” “You Make Me Feel Like (A 
Natural Woman),” “You’ve Got a Friend,” “It’s Too Late,” “So Far Away,” and “Will You Love Me 
Tomorrow,” as well as favorites from her songwriting contemporaries. Beautiful: The Carole King 
Musical ran for more than five years on Broadway, earning seven Tony Award nominations, winning 
two, as well as receiving a Grammy Award for its cast album. NY1 called the musical “Some kind of 
wonderful,” while Entertainment Weekly lauded it as “A joyous celebration of female empowerment” 
and Huffington Post said it “instantly joins the ranks of the irresistible.” San Francisco Chronicle 
deemed it “Jam packed with hits. A testament to the power of authorship, of belting out your own 
story,” while The Mercury News lauded the musical’s “Irresistibly catchy array of songs.” TheatreWorks 
Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli directs this musical overflowing with heart and pure nostalgia. 
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In chronological order, the TheatreWorks Silicon Valley 2026/27 season is as follows: 
 

The Employee Dharma Handbook 
By Geetha Reddy 

A Kurjan/Butler Commission 
World Premiere 

July 8 - August 2, 2026 (opening night: Saturday, July 11) 
LUCIE STERN THEATRE, PALO ALTO 

 
As an important rocket launch approaches, Val, an HR Executive at an aerospace company in Silicon 
Valley, suspects that a young engineer was overlooked for a promotion. Leela, a first generation Indian 
American, doesn’t really want to talk about it, but Val suspects sexism is the cause. What she doesn’t 
expect to uncover are simmering tensions of ancient origins among the company’s Indian immigrant 
employees. Soon Val is navigating a maze of identity, nepotism, and desire as she tries to understand 
the culture and biases of Leela’s managers. When push comes to shove, Val will need to decide what 
her duty is to Leela, to the company, and to herself. This bold and illuminating look at cultural 
dissonance is a TheatreWorks Kurjan/Butler Commission and was a favorite of TheatreWorks’ 2025 
New Works Festival.  
 
Geetha Reddy (Playwright) is a playwright and filmmaker working in the Bay Area. Her plays include Mahābhārata (Oakland 
Theatre Project) Far, Far Better Things (Shotgun Players/TheatreFirst), Hela (with Lauren Gunderson, TheatreFirst), Safe 
House (San Francisco Playhouse), and Blastosphere (with Aaron Loeb, CentralWorks). Reddy’s plays Me Given You, Girl in a 
Box, and On a Wonderverse were part of the Playwright’s Foundation’s “In the Rough” reading series. Safe House and On a 
Wonderverse were featured in the Bay Area Playwrights Festival. She has been commissioned by TheatreWorks Silicon 
Valley, San Francisco Playhouse, Oakland Theatre Project, Shotgun Players, Crowded Fire, the Gerbode Foundation, and 
PlayGround. Her short film “Obit” appeared at LA Shorts, NY Indie Fest, Bend Film Festival, the GI Film Festival, and many 
others. Reddy is a member of the Dramatist’s Guild and alumna Resident Playwright at the Playwright’s Foundation. 
 
 

Dracula 
By Steven Dietz 

Based on the novel by Bram Stoker 
Directed by Giovanna Sardelli 

October 7 - November 1, 2026 (opening night: Saturday, October 10) 
MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

 
When a mysterious stranger arrives from afar, a circle of friends is drawn into a world of intrigue, 
desire, and hidden power. Loyalties are tested, passions awaken, and familiar events take on 
unexpected depth. This adaptation transforms a classic story into a richly layered take of influence, 
choice, and the human heart’s enduring mysteries. Some legends never die, but linger, shape, and 
challenge the very soul. Darkly elegant, suspenseful, and deeply compelling, audiences will find it a 
Dracula unlike any they’ve known. 
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DRACULA (DIETZ) is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Dramatists Play 
Service. www.concordtheatricals.com  
 
Steven Dietz (Playwright) has been frequently named one of the “20 Most Produced Playwrights in America” by American 
Theatre, most recently in the 2024-25 season. He has written more than 40 plays and adaptations that have been seen at 
over 100 regional theatres, as well as Off-Broadway and in 25 countries internationally. Recent premieres include new 
adaptations of Gaslight by Patrick Hamilton and Murder on the Links by Agatha Christie, as well as the serio-comic 
thriller How a Boy Falls. Other recent work includes Vineland Place, Mirror Lake, and Vial Man (The Apothecary’s Story). His 
widely produced play Shooting Star was adapted by Dietz, Kirk Lynn, and Meg Ryan into the movie What Happens Later 
starring Ryan. Dietz was a finalist for the Steinberg/ ATCA Award for Bloomsday, the John F. Kennedy Center New American 
Plays Award for his play Fiction and the Edgar Award for Best Mystery Play for his play Sherlock Holmes: The Final 
Adventure.  
Giovanna Sardelli (Director) is TheatreWorks’ artistic director. Her many directing credits at TheatreWorks include the 
recent World Premieres of Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women and Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy Dean, Jimmy Dean: A 
New Musical as well as Georgiana and Kitty: Christmas at Pemberley and 2025 San Francisco Bay Area Critics Circle 
(SFBATCC) Award-winning production of Rajiv Joseph’s King James. At TheatreWorks, she has also directed 
Joseph’s Archduke, Mrs. Christie (West Coast Premiere), A Distinct Society (World Premiere), Nan and the 
Lower Body (World Premiere), and many more. She has also directed World Premieres around the country of plays by Rajiv 
Joseph, Theresa Rebeck, Lynn Rosen, Joe Gilford, Jeff Augustine, Lauren Yee, Zayd Dohrn, Melissa Ross, Lila Rose Kaplan, 
Matthew Lopez, and Zoe Kazan, among others. 
 
 

Alice, Formerly of Wonderland 
Written by Mark Saltzman 

Vocal Arrangements by Jack Lipson 
Directed by Robert Kelley 

Musical Direction by William Liberatore 
Based on a true story 

Northern California Premiere 
December 2 - 27, 2026 (opening night: Saturday, December 5) 

LUCIE STERN THEATRE, PALO ALTO 
 

Seven-time Emmy Award-winning writer Mark Saltzman illuminates the hidden corridors of history, 
tracing a delicate, complicated bond between Alice Liddell—the real-life inspiration of Lewis Carroll’s 
classic tale—and Prince Leopold, Queen Victoria’s youngest son. Fact and imagination are woven 
together through thrilling vocal harmonies and storytelling as audiences fall down the rabbit hole of 
memory, fascination, and unspoken longing, witnessing a friendship—and a world—shaped by the 
quiet pressures of Victorian society. This beautiful coming of age story masterfully blends drama and a 
cappella music exploring the truth behind the fairytale. 
 
Mark Saltzman (Playwright) began his career with Jim Henson, writing for the Muppets. His “Sesame Street” sketches and 
songs earned him seven Emmy Awards. But behind Kermit’s back, Saltzman was writing cabaret shows and musicals that 
played at Soho Rep, 13th Street Theater, and the Village Gate, where he co-wrote the long-running revue A… My Name is 
Alice (TheatreWorks 1987). For network television, Saltzman collaborated with Jerry Herman on the CBS TV movie Mrs. 
Santa Claus, starring Angela Lansbury. For the movies, he wrote The Adventures of Milo and Otis and Three Ninjas Kick Back 
and has written screenplays for SONY, Universal, and Disney. His TV movie, The Red Sneakers, directed by and starring 
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Gregory Hines, was nominated for a Writers Guild Award. Saltzman’s plays and musicals include The Tin Pan Alley Rag, 
Falling for Make Believe, Mr. Shaw Goes to Hollywood, and Romeo and Bernadette. 
Robert Kelley (Director) is TheatreWorks’ founder. In 2020, Kelley retired from his post as founding artistic director, where 
he had served as artistic head of the company since its inception in 1970. During his 50 seasons at the helm of the Tony 
recipient regional theatre, he directed more than 175 TheatreWorks productions, including many World and Regional 
Premieres. In 2024 he co-created and helmed TheatreWorks’ World Premiere tribute to Stephen Sondheim, Being Alive: A 
Sondheim Celebration. Among other honors, Kelley received SFBATCC Awards for Outstanding Direction for his productions 
of Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, Into the Woods, Pacific Overtures, Rags, Sweeney Todd, Another Midsummer Night, 
Sunday in the Park with George, and Caroline, or Change. 

 
Love Notes 

A Romantic Musical Triangle 
Book by Hershey Felder 
Directed by Trevor Hay 

World Premiere 
January 12 - 31, 2027 

FOX THEATRE, REDWOOD CITY 
 
1853, Düsseldorf, Germany. A young Johannes Brahms steps into the orbit of musical giants, composer 
Robert Schumann and his wife, pianist and composer Clara Schumann. Brahms plays for the 
Schumanns and Robert declares him “a genius, the new Beethoven.” One year later, Robert Schumann 
descends into madness and commits himself to an asylum. The young lionlike Brahms remains by 
Clara’s side to help her and the Schumanns’ seven children and falls deeply in love, yet Clara remains 
eternally devoted to her husband. What happens between them all is a romantic story for the ages 
written in sound. 
 
With Hershey Felder as Johannes Brahms, Sally George as Clara Schumann, and Jonathan Silvestri 
(Hershey Felder: Rachmaninoff and the Tsar), as Robert Schumann, Love Notes features a story of 
passion, longing and love that led to the some of the most beautiful music ever composed. 
 
Hershey Felder has given performances of his self-created solo productions at some of the world’s most prestigious 
theatres. His shows include George Gershwin Alone (Broadway’s Helen Hayes Theatre, West End’s Duchess 
Theatre); Hershey Felder Jonathan Silvestri Rachmaninoff and the Tsar; Monsieur Chopin; and other works highlighting the 
stories of Beethoven, Leonard Bernstein, Irving Berlin, Tchaikovsky, Debussy, and others. Felder’s appearances at 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley have smashed box office records, including Hershey Felder as George Gershwin Alone, Hershey 
Felder: Chopin in Paris, the Regional Premieres of Rachmaninoff and the Tsar, Our Great Tchaikovsky, and Hershey Felder as 
Irving Berlin, and the World Premieres of Hershey Felder: The Piano and Me; Hershey Felder as Claude Debussy in A PARIS 
LOVE STORY; and Hershey Felder: Beethoven. Felder is currently the artistic director of FirenzeOnStage, directing both 
Teatro Niccolini in Florence, Italy (Florence’s oldest theatre) and Teatro Nazzionale/ Della Signoria, (newly restored), both 
theatres on either side of Florence’s historic Duomo. 
Trevor Hay (Director) helmed the world premieres of Hershey Felder: Rachmaninoff and the Tsar, Hershey Felder as Claude 
Debussy in A PARIS LOVE STORY, An American Story for Actor and Orchestra, Abe Lincoln's Piano, Hershey Felder as Franz 
Liszt in Musik, Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin, and Hershey Felder as Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky in Our Great Tchaikovsky and 
was Associate Director for Mona Golabek's The Pianist of Willesden Lane. Hay spent 23 season at San Diego’s Old Globe 
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Theatre, working on various aspects of more than 80 productions, including the Broadway productions of Damn 
Yankees, How The Grinch Stole Christmas, and Twyla Tharpe's The Times They Are A-Changin'.  
 

Shane 
By Karen Zacarías 

Adapted from the novel by Jack Schaefer 
Directed by Jeffrey Lo 

Regional Premiere 
March 3 - 28, 2027 (opening night: Saturday, March 6) 

LUCIE STERN THEATRE, PALO ALTO 
 

A Wild West classic. Honoring the original while cracking it wide open, Karen Zacarías’ storytelling is a 
living, breathing world of the American frontier as told by voices too often left out of the legend. The 
play unfolds in the vast Wyoming prairies, where families fighting for their land are pushed to the 
breaking point by forces determined to drive them out. Featuring Bay Area theatre veteran Aldo 
Billingslea as the fabled cowboy, Shane reminds audiences that true heroism isn’t always about the 
fastest draw—it’s about doing the right thing when it counts. 
 
Originally commissioned and produced by CINCINNATI PLAYHOUSE IN THE PARK, Blake Robison, 
Artistic Director, Abby Marcus, Managing Director and GUTHRIE THEATER Joseph Haj, Artistic Director, 
James Haskins, Managing Director 
 
Karen Zacarías’ (Playwright) award-winning plays include Native Gardens (TheatreWorks 2018), The Copper Children, 
Destiny of Desire, The Book Club Play, Legacy of Light, Mariela in the Desert, The Sins of Sor Juana and the adaptations 
of Just Like Us, Into the Beautiful North, and How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accent. She is the author of ten renowned 
Theatre for Young Artists musicals (including Ella Enchanted: The Musical) and the librettist of several ballets. Her musical 
Chasing George Washington toured nationally and was then adapted into a book by Scholastic with a foreword by First Lady 
Michelle Obama. She is an inaugural resident playwright at Arena Stage, a core founder of the Latinx Theatre Commons—a 
large national organization of artists seeking to update the American narrative with the stories of Latinos—and she is the 
founder of the award-winning Young Playwrights’ Theater (YPT), cited by the Obama administration as one of the best arts-
education programs in the nation. Zacarías is currently working on the adaptation of Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence, 
a drama for Oregon Shakespeare Festival, and a Brazilian-themed Oliver Twist musical. Her plays have been produced at 
major theatres across the country. 
Jeffrey Lo (Director) is a Filipino American playwright and director, recipient of the Leigh Weimers Emerging Artist Award, 
Emerging Artist Laureate by Arts Council Silicon Valley, and Theatre Bay Area Director's TITAN Award. His plays have been 
produced and workshopped at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, Berkeley Repertory Theatre, The BindleStiff Studio, City Lights 
Theater Company, and Custom Made Theatre Company. Directing credits include Primary Trust, Happy Pleasant Valley: A 
Senior Sex Scandal Murder Mystery Musical, Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, Tiger Style!, Little Shop of Horrors, The 
Language Archive, and The Santaland Diaries at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley; The Glass Menagerie, Chinglish, Hold These 
Truths, and The Paper Dreams of Harry Chin at San Francisco Playhouse; Every Brilliant Thing and Red Bike at Center 
Repertory Company; Vietgone and The Great Leap at Capital Stage; and many others. Lo has also worked with the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, San Jose Repertory Theatre, and is a company member of Ferocious Lotus Theatre Company and San 
Francisco PlayGround. He is the associate producer of casting & literary management at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley. 
 



THEATREWORKS 56th SEASON 
8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MEDIA CONTACT: Lauren Goldfarb, CARLA BEFERA & CO. 

Email: Lauren@cb-pr.com 

Beautiful: The Carole King Musical 

Words and Music by Gerry Goffin, Carole King, Barry Mann, Barry Mann and Cynthia Weil 
Book by Douglas McGrath  

Directed by Giovanna Sardelli 
March 31 - April 25, 2027 (opening night: Saturday, April 3) 

MOUNTAIN VIEW CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 
 
Audiences are invited to feel the earth move under their feet, with this soulful and irresistible, feel-
good musical that tells the true story of the woman behind the soundtrack of their lives. From teenage 
songwriter to chart-topping legend, Carole King finds her voice in a world that wasn’t always ready to 
hear it. Set against the vibrant music scene of the 1950s and 1960s, the journey follows love, resilience, 
the sort of friendships that shape a life—and a career that changed music forever. Beautiful: The 
Carole King Musical features a thrilling lineup of iconic hits including “You’ve Got a Friend,” “It’s Too 
Late,” and “(You Make Me Feel Like) A Natural Woman.” 
 
Doug McGrath (Book) was a filmmaker and playwright. He directed the HBO documentary Becoming Mike Nichols 
and collaborated with Woody Allen on the screenplay for Bullets Over Broadway, for which they were nominated 
for an Academy Award. He wrote and directed the Academy Award-winning Emma from the Jane Austen 
novel; Company Man; Charles Dickens's Nicholas Nickleby; Infamous; and the HBO documentary His Way, 
nominated for an Emmy for Outstanding Nonfiction Special. His play Checkers opened the 30th anniversary season 
of New York's acclaimed Vineyard Theatre. His book for Beautiful: The Carole King Musical was nominated for 
Tony, Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle awards. He began his career as a writer for "Saturday Night Live" and 
wrote essays on the arts and politics for the New Republic, the New Yorker, The Nation, The New York 
Times, and Vanity Fair.  
 
About TheatreWorks Silicon Valley: 
Led by Artistic Director Giovanna Sardelli and Executive Director Phil Santora, the Silicon Valley-based 
theatre company has captured a national reputation for artistic innovation and integrity, often 
presenting theatregoers with their first look at acclaimed musicals, comedies, and dramas, directed by 
award-winning local and guest directors, and performed by professional actors cast locally and from 
across the country. In June 2019, under the leadership of Founding Artistic Director Robert Kelley, 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley received the Regional Theatre Tony Award, the highest honor bestowed 
on an American theatre outside Broadway. The following year, Kelley retired after 50 years at the helm 
of the theatre he founded, ending what is believed to be the longest tenure of an artistic director at a 
League of Resident Theatres (LORT) theatre.  
 
Since its founding in 1970, TheatreWorks Silicon Valley has become one of the nation’s leaders in 
cultivating and producing new musicals and plays, developing and premiering 77 works by new and 
veteran artists and 176 Regional Premieres. The company’s New Works Festival and Writers’ Retreat 
programs attract authors and composers of national stature (Rajiv Joseph, Stephen Schwartz, Colman 
Domingo, Irene Sankoff and David Hein, Beth Henley, Paul Gordon, Marsha Norman, Henry Krieger, 
Duncan Sheik, Jules Feiffer, Joe DiPietro, and Andrew Lippa, among many others), providing an artistic 
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home in which America’s theatre artists can create new works. In addition, the company has 
developed scores of works which have gone on to both regional and Off-Broadway productions. 
Stephen Schwartz’s musical The Prince of Egypt, based on the DreamWorks movie of the same name, 
also made its World Premiere at TheatreWorks and debuted in London’s West End in 2020. The 2010 
Best Musical Tony Award winner Memphis was first workshopped and received its World Premiere at 
TheatreWorks.  
 
For more information, the public can visit TheatreWorks.org. Subscriptions ($134-$539 inclusive of 
fees) are now available and single tickets will be available in the summer. 
 
Sponsors for TheatreWorks Silicon Valley’s 2026/27 Season include J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines.  
 
 
PERFORMANCES: Tues 7:30pm, Wed. 2:00pm & 7:30pm, Thu & Fri 7:30pm,  

Sat 2:00pm & 7:30pm, Sun 1:00pm & 6:00pm  
(Note new times) 
 

WHERE: TheatreWorks at Lucie Stern Theatre 
1305 Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto 
 
TheatreWorks at Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts  
500 Castro St., Mountain View 
 
TheatreWorks at Fox Theatre  
2215 Broadway, Redwood City 

 
TICKETS: For information the public can visit TheatreWorks.org. Subscriptions are now 

available and single tickets will be available in the coming months. 
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