
 

 
   
 

 

THE MARSH SAN FRANCISCO PRESENTS 
CROONING, SWOONING, GLOOM 

THE SADDEST NIGHT OF 

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT IN 

THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 

Performed by Brian Lohmann & Joshua Raoul Brody 
Written by Brian Lohmann  

With additional material by Joshua Raoul Brody 

Directed by Cliff Mayotte 

June 20, July 18 & 25, 2026 

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (9 June 2026) — The Marsh San Francisco will transform into the 

“Nowhere to Go but Up Club” for a special series of shows by beloved crooner Johnny Lonely 

(Brian Lohmann) in The Saddest Night of Musical Entertainment in the History of the World. 

When Johnny Lonely is dumped by his girlfriend, and his career just won’t seem to take off, 

Johnny turns to a cattle call audition at the “Nowhere to Go but Up Club” to put on his saddest 

show to date. The hilarious duo of Brian Lohmann (Johnny Lonely) and Joshua Raoul Brody 

(piano) turn up in a side-splitting buddy comedy told through melancholy pop covers, jazz 

standards, and original music for three performances. The Saddest Night of Musical 

Entertainment in the History of the World plays June 20, July 18 & 25, 2026 with 

performances 8:00pm Saturdays at The Marsh San Francisco (1062 Valencia St., San 

Francisco). For tickets ($25-$35 general admission, $50 and $100 reserved; plus a $3 

convenience fee per ticket) or more information the public may visit themarsh.org. 

 

“Don’t let the title fool you. This show is a riot,” said The Marsh Artistic/Executive Director 

Stephanie Weisman. “Johnny Lonely is a local legend. This new iteration of his artistry isn’t a 

mere rewrite; it’s a reinvention for a new audience. The Saddest Night of Musical 

Entertainment in the History of the World is a masterclass in finding the humor in our hurt.” 

https://www.themarsh.org/


 
 

 
   
 

 

Originally developed as Johnny Lonely’s Unhappy Hour, first performed at the Paradise Lounge 

in San Francisco in 1987, early versions of The Saddest Night of Musical Entertainment in the 

History of the World have been performed across the Bay, including at The Marsh in 1994. This 

new show features a refreshed repertoire, timely jokes, and seasoned performances from the 

iconic local duo. 

 

ABOUT THE CAST AND CREATIVES  
Brian Lohmann/Johnny Lonely (Writer, Performer) is a singer-songwriter and actor-

improviser with BATS Improv. The character Johnny Lonely grew out of his work with the 80s 

San Francisco comedy troupe, Faultline. He recorded and toured with John Wesley Harding and 

was a part of the San Francisco vocal jazz sextet, Acapella Gold. Songs written by Lohmann 

were featured in the 2011 indie film, Thanks, with Rita Rudner and Edi Patterson. He hosted 

LIFEGAME for eight episodes on TNN (now Spike TV) and was a recurring guest on the talk 

show, Ask Rita, with Rita Rudner.  His solo show, Johnny Lonely’s Unhappy Hour, played at 

The Marsh in 1994, then toured to Seattle and Australia. Lohmann has been seen in 

performances with Pulp Playhouse and Seasonal Help!, his multi-character Christmas show, at 

the Bayfront Theater.  His debut album, The One and Lonely, Johnny Lonely, was released in 

March 2023 on Bandcamp. 

 

Joshua Raoul Brody (Performer) is a keyboard player, accompanist, and musical director. He 

has worked with many acts including Robin Williams, Richard Montoya, Rick & Ruby, the 

Residents, and many acts that do not begin with the letter R. Currently, Brody runs the live 

karaoke show Plays His Favorite Beatles Songs AND Accompanies YOU On YOURS!, plays 

with and arranges for the band Orchestra Nostalgico, and is musical director for BATS Improv 

and Johnny Lonely’s Unhappy Hour. He has the rare distinction of having played at every 

location the Marsh has ever inhabited. 

Cliff Mayotte (Director) is an award-winning Bay Area theatre artist and arts educator. His 

work has garnered awards from the San Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle, Drama-

Logue, the Dean Goodman Choice Awards, Backstage Magazine, and SF Weekly. Cliff has 

staged plays for Shotgun Players, Aurora Theatre Company, Magic Theatre, Rough and Tumble, 

Marin Shakespeare Company, The Marsh, San Francisco Youth Theatre, and touring productions 

for Berkeley Repertory Theatre, where he previously served as education director.  

ABOUT THE MARSH  
The Marsh is known as “a breeding ground for new performance.” Launched in 1989 by 

Founder and Artistic/Executive Director Stephanie Weisman, it annually hosts more than 500 

performances across the company’s two venues in San Francisco and Berkeley. A leading outlet 

for solo performers, The Marsh’s specialty has been hailed by the San Francisco Chronicle as 

“solo performances that celebrate the power of storytelling at its simplest and purest.” The East 

Bay Times named The Marsh one of the Bay Area’s best intimate theaters, calling it “one of the 

most thriving solo theaters in the nation. The live theatrical energy is simply irresistible.” In 



 
 

 
   
 

April 2020, The Marsh launched its digital platform MarshStream and hosted more than 700 live 

streams which provided 300 performers and its youth class participants a platform to continue 

discovering, developing, and producing art during the COVID-19 pandemic shutdown. Today, 

The Marsh presents both in-person live performances and content on its MarshStream, 

continuing to expand its reach to audiences onsite and around the world. The Marsh believes in 

the power of people’s storytelling and has several classes for the public to create their own works 

as well as through its developing work performance series: Monday Night Marsh, Tell It on 

Tuesday, and Marsh Risings. The theater company also collaborates with over 20 San Francisco 

public schools providing a year-round youth program serving students at its theater and in the 

classrooms.  

 

FOR CALENDAR EDITORS: 

WHAT: The Marsh San Francisco will transform into the “Nowhere to Go but Up Club” 

for a special series of shows by beloved crooner Johnny Lonely (Brian 

Lohmann) in The Saddest Night of Musical Entertainment in the History of the 

World. When Johnny Lonely is dumped by his girlfriend, and his career just 

won’t seem to take off, Johnny turns to a cattle call audition at the “Nowhere to 

Go but Up Club” to put on his saddest show to date. The hilarious duo of Brian 

Lohmann (Johnny Lonely) and Joshua Raoul Brody (piano) turn up in a side-

splitting buddy comedy told through melancholy pop covers, jazz standards, and 

original music for three performances. 

 

WHEN: June 20, July 18 & 25, 2026 
   

SHOWS: 8:00pm Saturdays  
 

WHERE: The Marsh San Francisco, 1062 Valencia St., San Francisco (between 21st & 

22nd Streets) 
Parking is available at New Mission Bartlett Garage at 21st St. between Mission 

& Valencia St.  BART Station (closest): Mission & 24th St. 

 
TICKETS: $25-$35 general admission, $50 and $100 reserved; plus a $3 convenience fee per 

ticket 

 

INFO: For information, the public may visit themarsh.org. 
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PRESS: Contact Raymond Harris, CBCO Public Relations & Marketing 

  raymond@cb-pr.com | 707-789-5274 

    

PHOTOS:  Downloadable high-res photos are available here: 

https://cbpr.co/press/johnnylonely  

http://themarsh.org/
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